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Sister Ruth Wagner Honored 
by Congregation 


A quarter of a century of service is the 
record held today by Sister Ruth Wagner, 
who was honored at a reception Septem- 
ber 20 by the congregation of the First 
English Evangelical Church, Richmond, 
Va. Appreciation was given permanent 
record in a bound book presented to her 
containing letters from parishioners and 
friends. Other tokens included a “purse,” 
flowers, books, and a crowded Sunday 
school room of friends to greet her. 

Guest speaker of the evening was Sister 
Martha Hansen, directing sister of the Bal- 
timore Motherhouse, who emphasized the 
excellent reflection on the diaconate given 
by Sister Ruth’s long years of faithful serv- 
ice. Dr. J. J. Scherer, Jr., pastor, brought 
official congratulations from the Synod of 
Virginia, as well as from the congregation, 
in his testimony of her loyal and able 
service, no matter what. her duties. 

Other expressions of verbal appreciation 
came from representatives of each of the 
church’s organizations, headed by J. W. 
Keith, vice-president of the council. 

Sister Ruth, who is one of the two Bal- 
timore sisters serving in the South, came 
to the Richmond congregation in July 1919, 
as the first deaconess to be assigned in the 
entire Southern area. At the present time 
she holds the record of the longest years 
of continued service of any of those con- 
secrated at the Baltimore Motherhouse. A 
native of Missouri, and a former resident 
of Altoona, Pa., she entered training in 
1916, and took the prescribed course which 
included nine months in nursing at the 
Lankenau Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Scherer lauded her as a better nurse 
than most nurses he knew, as a more ef- 
ficient secretary than most in his knowl- 
edge, and a more human social worker 
than many who have had years of training 
in the work. Other comments expressed 
appreciation for her equal ability in han- 
dling situations of either joy or tragedy. 

In addition to her work within the con- 
gregation, Sister Ruth has represented the 
Richmond congregation on the Richmond 
Federation of Churchwomen, the Rich- 
mond Council of Churchwomen, and the 
Red Cross Membership Drive. 
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Christian Standards 


A pistincT obligation rests upon the Lutheran Church relative to God’s Word: 
Luther, his contemporaries, and many leaders since 1530, have testified that with- 
out knowledge and use of the Bible, but with daily meditation on its contents, 
they have withstood temptations, received courage to sustain them in times of 
danger, and found a serene attitude toward the passing of time. 

Inspiration gained from reading Holy Scripture impelled men and women of 
genius with consecration to cry out against wickedness among their contem- 
poraries. While the perfection possible in a sinless society has not been attained, 
a never-ending effort has been made by pious people to reduce evils. The stand- 
ards of conduct and rewards of virtue propagated were taught in the Bible. 

Probably it is only a coincidence, but one dares reading meaning into the 
fact that the common people have often successfully defended the integrity and 
authority of Holy Scripture when learned but unbelieving persons have attacked 
its truths. A recent example of this evidence from the humble and unlearned 
can be seen in the letters which men and women in the armed services have 
written from zones of dangerous combat. In recent decades, the Bible has not 
been appreciated to the extent it deserves: probably one influence which returning 
soldiers and sailors will exercise will be toward restoring God’s Word to families 
and communities. 

Certainly Lutheranism will repeat with sincerity the lines from its great 
prayer hymn—“Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word.” We will renew our 
response to the line in the great hymn which Luther wrote: “The Word they still 
shall let remain, nor any thanks have for it.” 
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United Lutheran president 


DELEGATES coming to the Twin Cities 
convention did not know they were go- 
ing to elect a new president of the 
United Lutheran Church. It was an 
unrehearsed performance. 

There has been a general idea 
throughout the Church that Dr. Fred- 
erick H. Knubel deserved to be re- 
lieved of the burden of office which he 

has borne until 
My the seventy-fifth 
Ww year of his life. 
.] He stated re- 
W peatedly that he 
would take no 
initiative in the 
\ YW matter, but is 

yee) wholly the ser- 

vVantiof ‘the 

Church, to continue or relinquish his 
task as the Church may decide. 

There was no political maneuvering. 
Where churchmen have gathered in re- 
cent years, there has been increasing 
discussion of the most likely person to 
be chosen eventually to succeed Dr. 
Knubel. Gradually, in all areas of the 
Church, the name of Franklin C. Fry 
has been heard more than others. 

When the first ballot was taken, early 
on the first’morning of the convention, 
men voted according to their individual 
convictions. Dr. Fry received 114 votes, 
a much larger total than that received 
by any other except Dr. Knubel. On 
the second ballot Dr. Fry received 190 
votes; on the third ballot 249; and on 
the last ballot 358. This was clearly 
the will of a large majority. 


Dr. Knubel not surprised 
Dr. Knuset seemed less surprised by 
the election than any other person in 


4 


the room. “Our Lord has been speak- 
ing,” he said. “Through you, His voice 
is speaking.” He spoke of Dr. F. F. 
Fry, father of the president-elect, and 
of his distinguished service in the 
Church. Then he called on Dr. Frank- 
lin C. Fry to address the convention. 

Dr. Fry spoke briefly and eloquently. 
“We of the next generation will strive 
to perpetuate your faithfulness,” he 
said to Dr. Knubel. He expressed hu- 
mility in shouldering a great task at a 
critical time. 


Business as usual 

Durinc the time the presidential bal- 
lots were being taken, the usual busi- 
ness of the first morning of the conven- 
tion proceeded somewhat more awk- 
wardly than usual. The delegates were 
at the mercy of mechanisms. In the 
large and beautiful Central Church 
there was room for everyone, but peo- 
ple were too far apart from one an- 
other to be heard except via micro- 
phones. Two of these stood in the . 
chancel, and three others were strung 
across the middle of the nave. 

Cries of “Louder,” “Mike,” “We don’t 
hear,” were about the only words heard 
from the floor. Gradually the delegates 
became accustomed to the necessity of 
making their way to one of the micro- 
phones before attempting to address 
the assembly. 

Governor Edward Thye, a member of 
St. John’s (Norwegian) Lutheran 
Church of Northfield, Minn., gave the 
convention a reassuring welcome to his 
state. “Trails must be blazed through 
the wilderness in many areas of the 
world to bring Christianity, as trails 
were blazed by the pioneers in the early 
days of this Northwest,” he said. 
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Forty-hour week 

A U. L. C. A. convention usually 
lasts a’ week, although this year only 
six days. Sessions are from 8.45 A. M. 
to 12 M.; 2.00 P. M. to 5.00 P. M.; with 
evening programs or sessions of two or 
three hours apiece. The delegates as- 
semble for worship, business, or general 
programs for about forty hours in all. 
The business sessions consume about 
twenty-four of these. 

These are busy, precious hours. A 
convention costs the United Lutheran 
Church about $40,000. Any minutes lost 
in aimless or useless debate are ter- 
ribly expensive. The Minneapolis con- 
vention did lose such minutes. A little 
discussion about the affairs of a defunct 
congregation in Scranton, Pa., got more 
time than.the program of future mission 
efforts among 400,000,000 Chinese. 

The joy of a convention is that some 
of the brief moments have immense 
importance and make enduring impres- 
sions. These more than compensate for 


- all lesser times. Such a moment came 


on the first convention afternoon, 
Thursday, in the report of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. There was a peak 
period Friday morning when William 
H. Stackel of Rochester, N. Y., and Dr. 
Paul H. Krauss of Fort Wayne pled for 
a braver policy in seeking larger giving 
from our people for the great work 
lying ahead. A great moment was that 
in which the current work of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council was described 
by men fresh from the various fields 
of world action. 


Great evenings 

It was the evening meetings of the 
Minneapolis convention which had color 
and warmth. The Brotherhood Dinner, 
on the evening preceding the conven- 
tion, was featured by a cogent expla- 
nation of the Christian Movement for 
World Peace, as given by Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde. “That fellow ought to be 
Secretary of State,” said a layman in 
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the lobby after hearing Dr. Nolde’s 
speech, 

Way above the common events of life 
was the Communion Service on the 
opening evening of the convention, 
when several thousand people assem- 
bled in the impressive Central Church. 
Dr. Henry H. Bagger’s sermon was a 
clear definition of the compulsion of a 
Christian to seek to create a better 
world—even though he does not sup- 
pose that imperfect people will ever 
manage to make a perfect world. 

The Thursday evening gathering was 
the Laymen’s Dinner, attended by more 
than 1,000. It was an enthusiastic af- 
fair, which included a very solemn and 
touching tribute to great laymen of the 
church recently taken from us—E. 
Clarence Miller and Arthur P. Black. 
The address of the evening was by Dr. 
Charles M. A. Stine of the Dupont 
Company, who described the thrilling 
vista of tomorrow being opened to our 
eyes by applied science. Christians are 
the stewards of the possibilities of this 
new day, he said. The possibilities will 
prove meaningless unless the multi- 
tudes are brought to a speaking ac- 
quaintance with God. 


Across Lutheran lines 


Most significant fact about Minne- 
apolis for a United Lutheran Church 
convention is that this city is the head- 
quarters of three other Lutheran bodies 
—Augustana Synod, Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church, and the Luthern Free 
Church. On Friday evening the pres- 
idents of these bodies addressed a large 
gathering, sketching something of the 
background of their segments of Amer- 
ican Lutheranism and pointing out the 
ways in which they are increasingly 
co-operating with others. 

“We used to live in blissful and sanc- 
tified ignorance of one another,” said 
President T. O. Burntvedt. President 
P,_O. Bersell spoke of efforts to pro- 


(Continued on page 21) 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Soldiers of the Red Armies who are 
now getting away from home and “see- 
ing things,” are being warned against 
dazzlement by “a lot of tawdry bril- 
liance.” Lenoid Sobolev, an ace Soviet 
war correspondent, takes six full col- 
umns in a recent issue of Pravda to 
shield the simple-minded Soviet sol- 
dier from the allurements of other na- 
tions and civilizations. “We will have 
to pass through many foreign coun- 
tries,” he reminds them. Then he pro- 
ceeds to make everything contemptible 
—the women are only painted; the 
bourgeoisie are paunchy and decadent; 
the social life a glittering deceit; the 
business activity merely an exploita- 
tion of the proletariat. It would have 
been wiser for Comrade Sobolev to 
have left a little judgment to the Soviet 
sightseers. His strictures do not express 
honest observation—only fear of what 
Tovarish Ivanovitch might see with his 
own eyes. 


According to a report from the U. S. 
Arsenal at Watervliet, N. Y., 50 per 
cent of the German arms and equip- 
ment captured in France and the Low 
Countries will soon be in use against 
the Nazis. These will include the very 
latest and best turned. out by German, 
French and Russian factories—machine 
guns with anti-aircraft sights, 75 and 
88 mm field pieces and thousands of 
rifles. This salvage will have its in- 
fluence on the cutback of production 
here. 


Norway is changing its laws by 
“Royal Resolution” in order to meet 
effectively and legally the new prob- 
lems imposed by “quisling treason.” 
Three reasons given for this extraor- 
dinary legal action are: (1) because 
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Norwegian laws, like those of other 
lands, had no retroactive force, and thus 
many quislings could have evaded full 
punishment; (2) because it was neces- 
sary to warn those not entirely con- 
scious of their responsibility to the na- 
tion; (3) to assure the quislings that 
they will receive their verdicts quickly 
and effectively once Norway is free 
again. This meets the desire of the peo- 
ple on the home front who want to 
honor the national precept—‘“on law 
shall the land be built,” and to avoid 
the very natural suggestion from some 
quarters, that “three lawless days” 
should be allowed. The home front 
wants quick action, but legal; the death 
penalty for clear cases; proportionate 
judgment for modified cases, which 
may carry with it the loss of franchise, 
or the right to carry on any business 
that involves public trust; no chance 
to keep profits from any Nazi dealings; 
borderline cases to be left to the judg- 
ment and action of the people. 


Sweden is looking forward to a 
marked post-war growth in its co- 
operative movement. The people of 
Sweden are depending upon their cus- 
tomer-owned co-operative stores to 
strengthen competitive trade, keep 
down monopolistic practices and prices, 
and utilize capacity production. Ko- 
operativa Forbundet, Sweden’s whole- 
sale organization, has already started 
its campaign “to restore freedom of 
trade, internally and internationally.” 
The co-operative movement in our own 
country is healthy, but quite modest in 
proportions. It too has hopes for en- 
largement. Nevertheless, agitation has 
already begun in Congress to em- 


_barrass it with taxes equal to those im- 
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posed on large corporations, even 
though our co-operative groups are 
non-profit in structure. 


When the new phases of the servant 
problem return with the lessening ten- 
sion on labor of the post-war period, 
attention might be given to an ancient 
English foundation whose evident’ in- 
tention it must have been to encourage 
longer terms of domestic service. One 
foundation, operative since 1620, was 
instituted by Isaac Duckett. The inter- 
est on the fund invested was to be 
divided yearly among domestics in the 
parishes of St..Andrew’s and St. Clem- 
ent Danes, London, who had served in 
one household for at least five years, 
and for each succeeding similar period. 
During the past year there were five 
eligibles, one aged 74, a personal maid 
for 38 years. Two in one parish were 
not eligible this year, having earned the 
grant eight times heretofore and mov- 
ing toward the ninth. 


Church-going under difficulties is a 


“common thing in the armed services; 


but sometimes it is the church itself 
that finds the going difficult. So it ap- 
pears in a recent letter to the Chief of 
Chaplains: “We were under artillery 
fire, and a church assembly was out of 
the question. But being quite a de- 
termined man, the chaplain solved this 
by sending a message together with 
several Testaments to the various fox- 
holes. The message requested us to 
read several verses in the Testament, 
then pass the note and the book on to 
the next fox-hole. We didn’t go to 
church; the church, that cold, windy 
Sunday came to us. In view of what 
lay in store for us the next week, I ap- 
preciate now those few verses from the 
Scriptures.” 


Chances for post-war peace in the 
European area seem to be dimming 
steadily. One would think that of all 
people the Italians would be glad to 
find a basis of unity after the sorry re- 
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sults produced by Mussolini and the 
later Nazi pressures. Yet they manage 
to sustain six different parties, and the 
best their Socialist Party can think of at 
the present time, as expressed in their 
journal, Avanti, is to be left “to ad- 
minister our misery alone.” The Allied 
Control Commission comes in for spe-" 
cial condemnation, partly as favoring 
the conservative, or sub-Fascist, ele- 
ments of Italy, partly because of its 
planning for increased wages simply 
feeds the black market clique. All told, 
none of the parties indicates that meas- 
ure of self-control that would make for 
a truly free state. Something of the 
same sort is building up in France; 
Yugoslavians are more interested in 
divisional strife than in the forbearance 
that makes for liberty in unity; Greece’s 
parties have agreed to a formal but 
flimsy alliance for the time being. Bul- 
garia, Rumania and Hungary are ready 
to flare into internal conflict as soon as 
circumstances allow. In the Far East, 
India is still stymied by Hindu Gandhi 
and Moslem Jinnah; China’s internal 
politics paralyze any all-out effort for 
freedom; the Arabs block their own 
chances for unity by the quarrels of 
several petty princes for the dominant 
power. All these things are discourag- 
ing to those who are struggling to share 
the liberties of representative govern- 
ment with them. 


Emperor-God Hirohito will not be 
pleased to hear that his heavenly head- 
quarters in Tokyo must take the same 
chances of war as Buckingham Palace 
in London and the Chiang Kai-shek 
mansion in Chungking. The sacro- 
sanctity of “manifest deity” must meet 
equal personal peril. High officials in 
Washington thought it might be the 
gentlemanly thing to declare the Em- 
peror’s palace out-of-bounds. The re- 
quest was abandoned when its advo- 
cates were confronted with the impos- 
sibility should Tokyo be bombed on a 
mass basis. 


THE DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN 


Sermon Preached by DR. ROSS STOVER, Philadelphia, Pa., Church of the Air 
Broadcast from Studios of WCCO in Minneapolis, Minn. 


Tue future of the world depends upon dynamic Christians—strong, generous, 
- diligent, zealous, sensitive to the directions of God. If we are to live happily and 
cause others to live in peace, we must raise’: up more personalities who are like 
Jesus Christ, who passionately sought to meet the needs of men and to bring the 
mind of God into a world which was lost in itself and suffering from all manner 


of sin. 


It has always been so. The only hope of past generations has been the dynamic 
Christians walking in the midst of the affairs of men. And, fortunately, each gen- 


eration has had its Christians who were 
willing to live, to suffer, and to die for 
Christ and the betterment of their fel- 
lowmen, 

It is stirring to one’s soul to look back 
to the time of Christ and view the 
strong urge in the hearts of the apostles. 
Every one of them died a martyr, ex- 
cept St. John. Think of twelve men 
looking out into a dark world and hop- 
ing to save it. The cause burning in 
their souls made them spiritual giants. 


Some Dynamic Lutherans 

The Puritans, Pilgrims and Salz- 
burgers, persecuted in their homelands 
and led by an ardent desire to do God’s 
will, left their homes, their friends, and 
their possessions to travel the dangerous 
course to America, and sacrificially to 
set up their homes there. The Lutheran 
Church lists among her heroes, John 
Christian Frederick Heyer, fondly 
known as “Father Heyer.” For a life- 
time, he fervently preached the Gospel 
here in the United States. Yes, in 1857 
he was a missionary in Minnesota and 
became the founder of the Minnesota 
Synod. When younger men did not re- 
spond to the call of India when the 
Lutheran Mission there was in danger, 
Father Heyer, seventy-six years old, 
arose in the Pennsylvania Ministerium 
meeting and exclaimed, “Here am I, 
send me.” The love of God moved him. 

At this fourteenth biennial conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church in 
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America, held in Minneapolis, Minn., — 
the name of William Alfred Passavant 
will appear under the theme of the con- 
vention, “Be Christian.” Great living 
memorials of that prophet, philanthro- 
pist and pioneer, dot the land—homes 
for the orphan, the aged, the epileptic; 
the first Protestant hospital; America’s 
deaconess work! And, he opened up 
the northwest territory of the United 
States to the philanthropic work of our 
Church. The love of God constrained 
him. 

Here in Minneapolis, in a laymen’s 
night, we have. memorialized Dr. E. 
Clarence Miller, treasurer of the United 
Lutheran Church for twenty-six years, 
and Mr. Arthur P. Black, executive 


The Lutheran 


secretary of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement for Stewardship for eighteen 
years. These Lutheran laymen were 
the personification of dynamic Chris- 
tianity. They tried with the power of 
God to bring heaven’s influence into the 
lives of men everywhere. 

All of these were moved by one great 
motive—the love of Christ. That love 
was like a fire in their hearts and trans- 
formed them into dynamic Christians. 
Anyone viewing their accomplishments 
for God would have to agree with Dr. 
Henry Drummond when he said, “Love 
is the greatest thing in the world.” 

St. Paul gives us the secret of all 
dynamic Christian living in II Corin- 
thians 5: 14-15, “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: and that he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again.” That 
text tells the story common to all thor- 
oughbred Christians. 


The Love of Christ is Our Motive 

Every soul in the world is moved by 
some motive. It may be self-interest, 
which is mundane. It may be fear of 
punishment, which is a very low mo- 
tive. It may be the hope of reward. Or, 
it may be the sense of duty, which, 
while admirable, is not fully Christian. 
The highest principle of action is the 
love of Christ. 

Just recently I heard a mother cor- 
recting her little child by saying, “Jesus 
wouldn’t want you to do that.” Happily 
the child responded. Certainly no other 
motive could control, direct and disci- 
pline on such a high plane as that. 

The love of Christ is no mere senti- 
mentality. It is stronger than steel. It 
is the power which brought Christ 
down from the throne of heaven to take 
on the form of a man and die on Cal- 
vary’s cross. It is a theme song of the 
Christian heart: 
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“Love led Him to Calvary 

Seeking the lost at the uttermost cost. 

Love led Him to Calvary.” 

Christ’s love planned His sacrifice. 
For the Bible describes Him as “the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” It was a love that freely suf- 
fered for sinful man. Jesus Himself 
said, “I lay down my life; no man 
taketh it from me.” 

It was love that could be angry when 
men were harmed. It was a love that 
could chase the money-changers out of 
the Temple because they were defiling 
the House of Prayer. It was a love that 
could cast seven devils from Mary of 
Magdala and transform her into a 
lovely, helpful woman. That is might— 
not sentimentality. 

That perfect motive reaches its peak 
when Jesus, hanging by the nails on 
Golgotha’s tree, called to. His Father in 
heaven, ‘Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 

Yes! That is the Christian motive— 
the love of God. And, I tell you if we 
had a lot more of it in each one of our 
churches, great blessings would abound 
in the world. 


That Blessed Motive is Conceived in 
Our Hearts at Golgotha 

Once St. Paul was hard. Conscience 
was his motive. He felt duty bound. 
He believed that he was doing God a 
service by persecuting and killing the 
Christians. Then something happened 
—he met Jesus Christ. His cold heart 
was thawed out. His self-centered life 
expired, Finally, when God’s love was 
conceived in his heart, he exclaimed, 
“IT live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” 

Be sure to notice that it was not 
merely his affection for Christ, but 
Christ’s affection for him that won him. 
The origin was not in himself. It came 
from the outside—from the Lord, and 
began to stir and animate him. There 
was a feeling of being possessed. In 
Paul can be seen the meaning of the 
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words, “We love Him because He first 
loved us.” It is the response to a 
bestowal. ; 

No wonder a Hindu priest viewed 
with astonishment the preaching of the 
Gospel. He said to the missionary, “Get 
out of here. You will win all India by 
preaching the love of God.” 

To me, the most inspiring hour in the 
United Lutheran Church convention 
will be that great moment when our 
missionaries from foreign lands will 
stand before us and speak. I shall never 
forget a Chicago convention when a 
Washington preacher was asked to pray 
on the morning following the appear- 
ance of these missionaries. He began 
his prayer like this: “O Lord, did we 
not see Thee here yesterday?” That 
prayer sentence took hold of me. Cer- 
tainly, in every missionary who stood 
before the convention, we saw the Lord, 
for He lived in their hearts. I like to 
read John 4: 16—“God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God 
and God in him.” There is a mystic 
wedding which takes place when Christ 
comes into a man’s heart. Christianity 
is incarnate love. Charity is the genius 
of Christianity. The sacred coal is 
placed on the altar of the heart, and 
by His word, and by the sacraments, 
the Holy Spirit fans the flame. Then 
every spiritual need of every man 
everywhere sounds like a bugle in our 
ears. That is vital, dynamic Chris- 
tianity. 

Some years ago in our Sunday school 
literature there appeared a story which 
illustrates clearly the power of knowing 
Christ the Lord and being directed by 
His love. 

A certain town was giving a banquet 
for two of her old and best loved cit- 
izens. Both were in their eighties and 
had become famous. One was an actor; 
the other a pastor. After many con- 
gratulatory speeches had been made, 
the chairman called on these two hon- 
ored guests. First, he asked the aged 
actor to speak. In dignity he stood be- 
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fore them and began to recite the beau- 
tiful Twenty-third Psalm. In lovely 
soft, resonant tones, and with skillful 
inflection, he said: “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want; He maketh 
me to lie down—and so on—.”’ When he 
had finished there was thunderous ap- 
plause. It was so prolonged that the 
actor was somewhat embarrassed. The 
chairman then turned to the aged pas- 
tor who had faithfully ministered to the 
community for many years, and intro- 
duced him. Humbly the pastor rose 
and quietly began to recite the same 
Twenty-third Psalm. Without gesture, 
save that of his lovely face, warmed by 
his heart, he said: “The Lord is my 
shepherd: I shall not want; He maketh 
me to lie down—and so on—.” When 
he had finished the Psalm no one ap- 
plauded. The silence was so prolonged 
that the actor walked over to the place 
where the aged pastor sat, and placing 
his hand on the pastor’s shoulder said, 
“Now, I understand. Now, truly, I un- 
derstand. I know the psalm; but you 
know the shepherd.” Not the knowledge 
of words, nor of things, but the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ gives life. “This 
is life to know Him and Jesus Christ 
whom He hath sent.” 


"The Love of Christ Controls All 
My Actions” 

These are St. Paul’s words: “For 
the love of Christ constraineth me.” 
That love, conceived in his heart at the 
cross, now grips, impels, controls, and 
directs his action. 

Near my home, in Philadelphia, there 
is a spring right in the middle of the 


_ street. It has broken through the pave- 


ment year after year. They control it 
somewhat by piping the water from the 
spring into the gutter. There it runs 
the year round. Sometimes the pres- 
sure gets too much for that little pipe 
and the spring again breaks through 
the pavement. Everytime I view that 
spring I am reminded of the love of 
Christ in Christian hearts. It just can’t 
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be dammed up. Its irresistible pressure 
will break down any barrier. 

Luther, moved by the constraining 
love of Christ, met the test of his life, 
by the words, “Here I stand; I cannot 
do otherwise.” 

St. Paul was whipped, stoned, 
mobbed, shipwrecked, imprisoned for 
years, and then died under the gleam- 
ing axe. His Christianity was like a 
nail driven in wood. The harder one 
hit it, the deeper it was driven into the 
wood. The ardor of that sincere life 
fans the flames of the love of God in 
our hearts. 

Stephen, the first martyr, was stoned 
to death. What, but the love of Christ 
in his heart, could cause him to pray for 
his enemies while they were stoning 
him? Listen to his words:—as he cried 
to God with a loud voice, “Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge.” (Acts 
7: 60.) Many believe that the conver- 
sion of St. Paul started at that point 
when he witnessed the stoning of 

Stephen. 


"In Jesus’ Name" 

Last week, I met a man, seventy- 
three years old, near our Friendly Tab- 
ernacle in Philadelphia. He was a sign 
painter. He carried in one hand a box 
containing his paints; in the other, a 
bottle which I thought was some kind 
of mixing fluid. He looked at the large 
sign and then at me and said: “Are you 
the Ross Stover on that sign?” I an- 
swered, “Yes, I am.” “Well,” said he, 
“may I speak to you for a while?” 
“Certainly,” I replied. 

Said this noble-faced man, “You 
know God doesn’t do right by me in 
one way. Do you know what I have in 
this bottle? Well, maybe you don’t. 
But, it’s beer. I have to drink seven 
bottles of beer every day to keep go- 
ing. And’I pray every night for God 
to keep me from it. But He doesn’t 
answer me. I pray to God the Creator. 
I don’t pray to Jesus. My father raised 
me among the Indians of Colorado, and 


October 25, 1944 


they don’t believe Jesus is God. They 
just believe in a Creator.” 

It took me some time to convince him 
that hundreds of Indians were Chris- 
tians and that there were even some 
ministers who were Indians. I told him 
that the first book ever translated into 
the Indian language was Luther’s Small 
Catechism. __ 

He sought my opinion so sincerely 
that I said, “Your big mistake is that 
you do not pray ‘In the name of Jesus.’ 
Jesus once said, ‘Whatsoever ye shall 
ask IN MY NAME that will I do.’ To- 
night, my friend, kneel down and pray 
to God ‘In the name of Jesus.’ ” 

He looked into my face and said, “T’ll 
do it.” “Well,” I replied, “what are you 
going to do with that bottle of beer?” 
“Tl show you,” he said, and he poured 
it out in the gutter! “Good,” I ex- 
claimed, “God is catching hold of you.” 
Then I said, “Let us bow our heads in 
prayer.” He knelt down, right there in 
the cinders, near the curb, and I knelt 
down beside him: Automobiles were 
passing us by the score and folks were 
passing us on the sidewalk, but we 
prayed on. Who cared about that? The 
love of God was constraining both of 
us and transforming us by His power. 
When we arose, he grasped my hand 
and said, “Oh, Ross Stover, I thank you 
so much.” 

You can’t be like the dream of Mr. 
Boner who tells of an angel weighing 
his motives, finding 80 per cent of it to 
be denominationalism; and 15 per cent 
of it self-interest and only 5 per cent of 
it the love of God. Your welfare, and 
that of your fellowmen, yes, the world’s 
tomorrow, depends upon the love of 
God. That is the motive born in the 
heart of a man when he is conquered 
by the cross of Jesus Christ. It’s like 
this: — 


O love that wilt not let me go— 

I rest my weary soul in Thee, 

I give Thee back the life I owe 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be! 


Coreee gol! 
2 a 
Bowe erilin 


THE SEDITION TRIAL 


For months a sedition trial has been 
going on here, presided over by a very 
capable judge of the Federal Bench, 
Justice Edward Eicher. The judge has 
had a well-nigh impossible trial to 
handle. Space here is not adequate to 
relate some of the delays and side 
hearings. Nearly thirty individuals 
have been hurdled into Washington 
from all over the country and charged 
with sedition. The Washington Post 
called it editorially “Court Room 
Farce.” The Pathfinder carried an 
article on the trial entitled, “Three 
Months in a Brawlroom.” The date of 
that was months ago. We rather share 
the sentiments of Senator Langer of 
North Dakota that Attorney-General 
Biddle should walk into the court and 
call it off. Perhaps The Washington 
Post is more practical in its suggestion 
to call off the mass trial and handle 
each defendant individually. The pres- 
ent prospect is that the trial may last 
for years. These are days to deepen the 
respect for our institutions, one of the 
chiefest of which is the court. 


INSURANCE POLICIES 


Tus writer confesses his firm faith in 
insurance. A recent decision of the 
Supreme Court by a split vote of 4-3, 
holding that fire insurance companies 
are engaged in interstate commerce and 
so subject to Federal anti-trust laws, 
is disconcerting. Does this mean that 
the Federal Government is moving in 
to socialize all kinds of insurance? We 
now have forty-eight co-operating 
state insurance commissioners, one for 
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WASHINGTON 


By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 


each state. Among other things, these 
commissioners enforce uniform rules 
on the investments which insurance 
companies can make. What’s wrong 
with that? Why should insurance be 
involved in another Federal bureau? 
In the judgment of this writer, here is 
an issue worth the closest attention of 
every insurance policy holder in this 
country. Keep in touch with your rep- 
resentative in Congress. 


INTERESTING EXPERIMENT 


Tue Council for Social Action of the 
Congregational churches has begun a 
monthly report to their constituency on 
those Federal issues involving the so- 
cial responsibilities of Christians. It is 
quite well done—as would be expected 
with Francis W. McPeek as head of the 
editing committee. The idea is this: 
Contemporary history has forced all 
thinking Christians to an intensified 
concern for political order; the tra-— 
ditional Protestant slogan of separation 
of church and state has meant for many 
Christians the lack of concern for the 
institutions and practices of democracy 
and the increasing secularizing of the 
social order. Believing that the church 
and the government must be separate 
as institutions, this new publication also 
holds that the Christian Church has 
something to say to government in this 
day of change. The state needs the 
guidance of Christian ethical principles 
as it assumes a position of increasing 
importance in society. This publication, 
“The Washington Report,” may be se- 
cured from Francis W. McPeek, 1751 
N Street, N. W., Washington. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 

Read Galatians 2: 16-21; 3: 8-14. 

On Reformation Sunday will be re- 
peated from many pulpits the central 
theme of St. Paul and of Martin Luther: 
“The just shall live by faith.” This was 
the material principle of the latter’s 
Reformation—the substance of his 


_ teaching. Only Christ’s perfect life and 
: vicarious suffering and death can sat- 


isfy the requirements of justice on the 


one hand and of love on the other, in 


making salvation possible. 


All have sinned, and fall short of the 
glory of God. Romans 3: 23. 


WE Are Att SINNERS. Our Lord and 


Saviour referred to the religious lead- 
ers of His day as “whitened sepul- 
chres full of dead men’s bones” and as 
a “generation of vipers.” But lest “we 


_try to ease our own guilt by finding 


guilt in others,’ we had better admit 
with St. Paul that “all have sinned, and 
fall short of the glory of God.” In all 
honesty, let each confess his own sins 
and shortcomings and seek God’s mercy. 


By the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified. Galatians 2: 16. 

We Cannot Save Oursetvss. To lift 
one’s self ouf of the mud “by his own 
boot-straps” or his automobile by feed- 
ing it more gas, is impossible. A friendly 
hand or a neighbor’s jack is needed. 
Not good intentions nor “good works” 
either in or out of the church, not re- 
ligious emotion nor Christian education 
can save one. We cannot sing or shout 
our way into heaven. Ananias tried to 
buy the power of the Holy Ghost, but 
Peter said his silver would perish with 
him because he sought “to obtain the 
gift of God with money.” 


Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. Romans 3: 25. 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


REDEMPTION IS BY GrRaAcE. St. Paul 
wrote to the Galatians that instead of 
one’s “good works” meriting salvation, 
“as many as are of the works of the 
law are under a curse.” That is strong 
language, but he had experienced that 
curse when he was zealous for the law 
in persecuting the church. When Christ 
then crossed his path the hands that 
were pierced beckoned the way of the 
cross. Forgiveness was granted him 
only by grace. 


A man is not justified by the works of 
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 2: 16. 

JUSTIFICATION IS THROUGH FaITH. On 
the bed of suffering it is not “what you 
hold in your hand but who holds your 
hand” that saves and gives peace. In 
the hands of the great Physician we are 
safe. The value of the atonement is not 
in the cross with its suffering and death 
—but rather is it in the One Who 
thereon suffers and dies, as Saviour. 
Jesus is the divine Link that connects 
God’s grace with man’s faith. 


I have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth 
in me. Galatians 2: 20. 

Curist’s Lire 1s Impartep. “When a 
man gets a good look at Jesus Christ 
he’ll never be the same man again”’—~ 
provided the look is faith’s vision, life- 
searching. A living faith beholds, ac- 
cepts, and then “works by love.” When 
St. Paul quoted the ancient scripture, 
“The righteous shall live by faith,” he 
testified elsewhere, “I through the law 
died unto the law, that I might live unto 
God.” Christianity is not only a belief 
but a life. Redemption has been made 
available to all. 

“My dying Saviour and my God, 
Fountain for guilt and sin, 


Sprinkle me ever with Thy Blood, 
And cleanse and keep me clean.”’ Amen. 
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THE U. L. C. A. BROTHERHOOD 


In “The Land of Lakes and Lutherans” 


WuereE was the original site of the 
Garden of Eden? Somewhere on the 
territory of the Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest, is the answer of its pres- 
ident, Dr. R. H. Gerberding. He is too 
diplomatic to identify any particular 
part of his great parish. But our Lu- 
theran men, numbering more than 246 


The Hon. Lawrence F. Speckman, 
President of the 
U. L. C. A.'s Brotherhood 


registered and 200 visitors, found by 
the experience of their three-day con- 
vention, October 8-10, that the setting 
was perfect in point of careful arrange- 
ments by the entertaining committee, 
genuine hospitality on the part of the 


people of the Twin Cities, modern com) 


forts and conveniences for the facility 
of convention business, and good food 
in unusual quantities. Minneapolis and 
the Hotel Radisson proved themselves 
adept at the care of conventions. 
There are large churches in the 
Northwest. The opening session of the 
convention was held in St. John’s Lu- 
theran Church, the first English-speak- 


14 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 


ing Lutheran Church in the Northwest. 
It has moved at least twice from its 
former downtown location and now 
worships in a beautiful building. Its 
choir of sixty voices reminded one that 
the home of the St. Olaf Choir is not 
far away. The opening sermon by the 
Rev.. Dr. F. E. Reinartz was a plea to 
become congregation-minded as mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ. It struck 


‘a note constantly needed to center our 


program on the congregation. Gov- 
ernor Edward J. Thye was personally 


‘present, in spite of political campaign- 


ing, and brought greetings. He recalled 
his own youth, and how his parents 
chided his sisters for: bringing young 
men friends to the house who were not 
Lutherans. He did not commend this 
kind of isolation, however, but pre- 
sented it as a picture of the day when 
strong Lutheran consciousness pre- 
vailed and national origins divided a 
people. Dr. R. H. Gerberding brought 
his greetings as president of the Synod 
of the Northwest. The Rev. Lyle C. 
Burns, pastor of the church, was 
liturgist. 


Business 

Business Sessions were held in the 
Gold Room of the convention hotel. 
The chaplain for the convention was 
the Rev. Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of 
the United Synod of North Carolina. 
His ministry to the convention was 
most helpful and inspiring. President 
Lawrence F. Speckman presided. He 
is a lawyer by profession, member of 
First Lutheran Church, Louisville, Ky., 
where the Brotherhood movement was 
born. He used a gavel that was made in 
Canada out of a blending of American 
walnut and Canadian maple. Since the 
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Canadian -Thanksgiving Day occurred 
during the convention, the international 
character of the organization did not 
go unnoticed. 

Business was routine in the main. 
Notice of amendment to the constitution 
was given with the purpose of combining 
the six present objectives into three 
under the headings—Evangelize, Edu- 
cate, Energize. Around the president 
are gathered a group of business and 
professional men who know and love 
their Church. They invest time and 
money generously in the work. Each 
pays his own expenses to all Brother- 
hood meetings. Each will be found 
active, not only in the U. L. C. A. 
Brotherhood but in synodical and par- 
ish organizations. 


The Financial Report was the best in 
the history of the organization. The 
largest single item of income was sub- 
scriptions to Lutheran Men; and on the 
other side of the ledger this item re- 
quires the largest outlay. Then comes 
congregational Brotherhood dues. An- 
other item that saved the financial day 
was the sale of Twenty-fifth Anniver- 
sary stamps last year. A stamp will be 
on sale after the first of the coming year 
depicting the evangelistic motive of the 
first objective. Personal contributions 
from many friends of the movement are 
another important item of income. Each 
year Brotherhood Sunday is observed 
in October and considerable help comes 
from offerings taken. 

The Report of the Executive Secre- 
tary showed the effect of the war on 
congregational organizations. War 
work, gas rationing, the absence of men 
in uniform, all contributed to the loss 
of 200 locals. However, 132 new Broth- 
erhoods were added, so that the score 
was much better than was anticipated. 
145,000 pieces of promotional literature 
went out from our Bethlehem, Pa., 
headquarters. The newly organized 
Brotherhood of the Synod of the North- 
west was received at this convention. 
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They made a most favorable impression 
and promise great strength to the 
movement in future years. 

Subjects of special interest to Lu- 
theran men were discussed by the panel 


The Rev. Dr. O. F. Nolde, 
Speaker at the Brotherhood Banquet 


procedure. The officers would leave 
their places on the platform and the 
chairman with his assistants would take 
their places. There were forty-eight 
representative men from twenty-three 
synods on the program. Only two of 
these could not attend. The subjects 
were included under the convention 
theme, “Lutheran Men Serving God 
and Country.” Each panel showed how 
this ideal could be carried out. In- 
cluded among many subjects were Re- 
turning Service Men, Dormant Broth- 
erhoods, Lapsed Church Members, 
Family Altars, Juvenile Delinquency, 
Stewardship, Building the Sunday 
School, Evangelism, and of course much 
attention was given to Improving the 
Organization. To an observer, this ar- 
ray of lay talent spoke volumes for a 
Church that must more and more put 
its laymen in places of responsibility 
if it is to realize the implications of its 
principle of the Universal Priesthood. 
(Continued on page 20) 


(5 


2 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


EEE 


Timekeeper in the Parsonage 


“Att right, Mark,” I agreed, “five 
more minutes. But I mean five, not 
fifteen.” 

I ran my hand over his hair as he 
turned back to the desk. I adjusted the 
reading light a bit, then tiptoed out, 
not so much to keep from disturbing his 
studying as not to bother Joan, who 
had turned in a half hour earlier. 

Her door was a black rectangle, as I 
paused in the hall. The sound of soft, 
regular breathing was my cue to slip 
in, open the window and close the door. 
Any tendency to stand by the bed and 
think the kind of sentimental thoughts 
mothers do think at such times was cut 
short by the ringing of the telephone. 

“No, Mr. Paige, he isn’t here just now. 
I’m sorry, but I haven’t heard him say 
anything about it. Too bad they missed 
getting the address on the enrollment 
card, but there were so many things 
going on that Sunday, I can see how it 
might have happened. Oh, yes, I know 
the boy you mean. Mark knows him. 
Perhaps he would. Do you mind hold- 
ing the line a minute?” I made the 
necessary inquiries, but without suc- 
cess. “No, but he sees the boy at school. 
Mark can ask him there and let you 
know. No bother at all. He can do it 
easily. That’s quite all right. Good 
night.” 

Mark had slipped quietly down the 
stairs. He tweaked my ear as he went 
past me into the kitchen. “ ‘No bother 
at all. He can do it easily.’ Yes, indeed, 
good old Mark, just ask him to do any- 
thing anyone in the congregation 
doesn’t want to do. He never minds. 
Good old Mark!” He burlesqued my 
tone. 

“Well, you don’t mind, do you?” I 
couldn’t help laughing at his nonsense. 
Then it dawned on me that a trip to the 
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kitchen had not been scheduled when 
I granted that five-minute reprieve. 
“And what are you doing down here, 
if I may ask? I thought it was bed for 
you in five minutes. The five minutes 
are up and then some.” 

“Save time in the long run, you see. 
Hungry, I’d go to bed and lie awake. 
Full, Pll drop off like a top. Just com- 
mon sense.” 

“It sounds very good, but there’s a 
catch in it and you know it, you rascal.” 
The phone rang again, and I called back 
over my shoulder, “We’ll have to work 
out a new time-table for you if you’re 
going to have so much homework.” I 
picked up the phone. “Yes, this is Mrs. ° 
Lathrop.—No. He—, oh! You wanted 
Mark. I misunderstood you. Yes, he’s 
right here. Mark, it’s for you.” 

“Told you I had to go to bed earlier 
than anybody else in my class,” he 
jibed, his hand over the mouthpiece. 
Then into the phone, “Yeah, hiyah, 
Sam. She did? Sa-ay! That’s neat. 
No, not tonight. No, got to go to bed. 
Well, wait a minute.—Mother! Mrs. — 
French was in the city today and she 
bought twin clown suits for Sam and 
me to wear to Carol’s party. Can Sam 
bring them over tonight?” 

“Now? At this hour? I don’t see 
how that would work, Mark. You'll 
just have to wait till tomorrow.” 

“But we'll be in school all day, except 
at lunch time.” 

“Ask Sam to come over to lunch.” 

“Okay! No, I knew she wouldn’t. 
Just thought I’d ask, anyhow. But 
listen. How about you coming over 
here to lunch? You can bring the suits 
to school, then we can try them on 
here at lunch time. See you tomor- 
row.” 

Mark hung up and grinned at me. 
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“All right, Pistol-packin’ Mama, I’m 
going straight upstairs as soon as I 
grab a bite.’ He vanished into the 
kitchen, only to return with such speed 
that I knew he had planned his strategy 
beforehand. He grasped a sticky piece 
of chocolate cake in one fist. Crumbs 
circled his mouth. I had dropped into 
the little rocker in the living room. 
He lolled comfortably on the davenport 
across from me. 

“Funny, wasn’t it, how I was mad at 
Carol for not asking me to her party 
and she was mad at me for not saying 
I'd come, all because the invitation got 
lost?” I laughed obligingly, knowing 
that he would never suspect, as I did, 
that Mrs. French had had something 
to do with that story of the lost invita- 
tion. “You know, I don’t think I’d have 
been half as mad if it had been some- 
body else’s party. I like Carol a lot. 
She’s so pretty and, well, I just like her, 
that’s all.” 

“She’s a very attractive little girl,” 
I agreed. “Now, on your way; shoo!” 

As my needles flew through the wool 
I was knitting into a sweater for Joan 
I wondered whether I had always been 
such a timekeeper for the family. It 
seemed to me I was always watching 
the clock and hurrying some member 
of the family off somewhere—to school, 
to a meeting, to bed. Or was I just more 
conscious of it since I had read the lit- 
tle pamphlet, “I Have an Appointment,” 
which Jerry had brought back from 
Minneapolis? 

I smiled to think how good it was to 
have my husband home again—even if 
he was so full of convention news that 
I could hardly get a word in edgewise. 
Many of the men he talked about were 
just names to me, but I pretended to be 
a bit more interested than I really was, 
just. because it was so nice to have him 
want to share his enthusiasm with me. 
Still, 1 was probably as much interested 
in church business as he was in what 
the dry cleaner had said about the pos- 
sibilities of renovating the hall rug. As 
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I look back on it, I’m sure that, full of 
ideas and new energy as he was the 
evening I told him about that rug, he 
was exercising true Christian restraint 
when he listened so courteously. 

Not that the news of the convention 
was all unfamiliar names and “church 
politics.” I was sincerely interested in 
a lot of it. I hoped this “Be Christian” 
slogan—or “emphasis” to use the more 
dignified term—wouldn’t boil down to 
words, words, words. 

I laughed and dropped a stitch, think- 
ing about the way Jerry fumed when 
I made that irreverent suggestion. For 
a minute he was rather provoked with 
me. Then he grinned and said I wasn’t 
very flattering, since he was one of the 
people to speak at these post-conven- 
tion meetings that are supposed to help 
spread the idea through the local con- 
gregations. 

Jerry’s footstep sounded on the back 
porch. I glaneed quickly at the clock, 
then caught myself with a smile. This 
checking up on the time my family 
came and went was getting to be a 
habit. No doubt about that. The rail- 
road might be able to use this new 
hobby of mine. 

“So you decided to come home, did 
you?” I called, to let Jerry know where 
I was. 

He came in, bringing a fresh tang of 
fall—a mingling of cold air and bonfire 
smoke. He dropped a kiss on the top 
of my head and flung himself on the 
davenport in the identical pose Mark 
had assumed earlier. 

“T’ve been giving Mr. and Mrs. Haines 
a bit of instruction about the church, 
and Mr. Haines had so many questions 
neither of us realized how late it was. 
He’s a mighty intelligent chap when 
you talk to him about serious matters.” 

“Tired?” 

“Not a bit. I enjoy an evening like 
this. I wish I had more time to spend 
with individual families.” 

“Perhaps you need to make an ap- 
pointment!” 
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The Bible’s Place in Being Christian 


DR. PAUL H. ROTH'S Convention Sunday Broadcast Concluded from Last Week 


We read the Bible. But there is 
nothing there for the man who is 
merely reading his own thoughts into 
it, or seeking support for his own views. 
The Bible is the Word of God. True, 
but there are many other words there, 
words of men, good men and bad men, 
wise men and foolish men. For the 
Bible gives us not only what God says, 
but also what men answer. More than 
a book, it is a whole literature with dry 
places and hard places, with words of 
final wisdom, with soaring poetry, deep 
thought, and deathless beauty. But that 
is not the point. For the Bible has a 
center, a heart, an aim, a vital purpose, 
and until we have found that we have 
found little. When we have really 
studied it, listened to it, and let it take 
hold of us and speak to us, as behooves 
men who are perishing for truth, we 
find what the Word of God really is. 

We come to see—and no other dis- 
covery matters much—that the Bible 
has for its whole object to place Jesus 
Christ before us, and to place us in the 
presence of Jesus Christ. It is not a 
book of holy crossword puzzles where- 
in we seek the meaning of mystic num- 
bers. It is not a game for matching 
prophecies with fulfillments about wars 
and politics and the end of the world. 
Neither is it food for mystics’ dreams. 
It is to bring before us not a book but 
a Person, and that Person Who has 
joined God to mankind, not merely as a 
sort of teacher or companion, but in 
the utter organic unity of one per- 
sonality.. He is the God-Man. In the 
end it is He Who is the Word of God, 
the Word that is not a syllable but liv- 
ing actuality; the Word that is not 
merely pronounced, but that lives and 
throbs and takes hold of us, mind and 
body, heart and will, takes hold of us 
completely. 


There is all the difference between a 
printed, uttered word, and the Word of 
God. He Who so amazed the world 
when He came that men numbered the 
years from Him, so that we say today 
this is the year 1944; He is God. He 
Who, as Jean Paul Richter said, “is the 
holiest among the mighty and the 
mightiest among the holy, who with his 
pierced hands lifted empires off their 
hinges, turned the stream of centuries 
into new channels and still governs the 
ages,” is God come to earth, the pledge 
that life has meaning, progress and 
goal, and that God is seeing us through. 
If the Church says, “Search the Scrip- 
tures,” that is what we are to find; not 
curious knowledge, but God Himself 
revealed through the eternal Son, 


In Him We Trust 

It is through faith in Him that we and 
the world will find the way out and 
fulfillment. Faith in Him, in what He 
says, in what He is, but above all in 
what He has done; that is the whole 
answer. For Christianity is not sen- 
timentalism, the love of thrills, the’ 
pious palavering of soft souls, the asy- 
lum of defeated persons of both sexes. 
Neither is it mere morality, saying do, 
or don’t. Nor is it mere activism, busy 
at a thousand tasks, oblivious of its 
great purpose. Christianity is man set 
right; it is the deliverance from all 
relativities and pragmatisms; it is man 
delivered from his sins and set back in 
the stream of God’s will; it is man 
rooted in God from whom he has been 
blown away. It is man joined to God 
by faith. It is the victory that over- 
cometh the world. 

Having that faith it will inevitably 
show itself in deeds as well as words. 
A man’s neighbors will know about it 
as much by how he acts as by what he 
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says. A man’s faith will show itself 
by what the Bible calls repentance— 
which is not shedding tears, but a com- 
plete change of attitude. Shall we be- 
gin now in wartime? You andI havea 
responsibility for the evils that have 
come upon the world. We Americans 
have had a strong influence upon world 
affairs. We have helped to shape the 
world as it is. When we see what is 
happening we cannot say we are guilt- 
less. We may say that personally we 
wanted peace. That is no great virtue 
when we have so much more than any- 
one else and just want peace to hold on 
to it. Such peace is a mere provoker of 
war. We have no choice but to fight, 
as we are now doing, to overthrow the 
forces which would destroy freedom in 
all lands. But let us remember that we 
too have a responsibility for the pres- 
ence of these evils, and let the reminder 
keep us humble. 


Believing We Live Actively 

This God-created faith always shows 
itself in action. It shows itself in love, 
not in hate, not in the love that is mere 
softness, but that desires and will do 
the best for men even when love means 
justice and sacrifice. It shows itself in 
looking on our fellowmen not as ob- 
jects to use and exploit, but as brothers 
and gifts of God to us, beings whom 
God Himself made and suffered to save. 

“Be Christian” means to assume re- 
sponsibilities. The best worship of God 
is the loving service of our fellowmen. 
And this is a wonderful time to preach 
the Gospel by what we do. There are 
millions in foreign lands to whom we 
send missionaries. Shall we see to it 
that we multiply their numbers, and 
demonstrate that there is something 
stronger still than tanks and bombing 
planes? And, again, it is a terribly 
needy, tortured world that surrounds 
us today—the hungry, the homeless, the 
maimed, the little children, the discour- 
aged and desperate without hope in the 
world. Do they not lie upon our hearts? 


October 25, 1944 


For You, My Son 


By VERNE ELLIS WALTIMYER 


Tontcut I breathe for you a prayer 
Across the broad expanse of space, 
That God be with you there—somewhere 
And that He keep you by His grace. 


Your wings may’ fan the distant stars 
Your ship may breast the surging sea, 
But prayers have power to bear them far 
Beyond the place where you can be. 


For He who marks the sparrow’s fall 
Yet guides the planets on their way, 
Will hear our prayers and keep us all— 
May He keep you—thus do I pray. 


And when the task is hard, my son, 
And faith and courage must be strong, 

May He be near until you’ve won 
Protecting right against the wrong. 


Tonight I breathe for you a prayer 
To Him who made the storm to cease, 
That He stay with you, son—out there 


Then some time bring you home—in peace. 


And now I lay me down to sleep— 

My heart consoled by child-like prayer, 
Assured, my son, that He will keep 

And guard you evermore—somewhere. 


Hellam, Pa. 


And shall we not show that the faith 
that unites us to the Father makes us 
brothers and sharers of their woes? 
That is the sort of preaching that is 
going to convince and save the world. 
Shall we answer the summons? It is 
nothing new. It is the oldest thing we 
can say, and yet it is the only thing 
that is new. For humanity prolongs its 
recurring cycles of beginnings, rise and 
fall, kings, conquerors, dictators, re- 
formers, seers march their parade 
through the groove of change. But 
there is only one Saviour, and His 
Church still stands in this shattered 
world as the tabernacle of the living 
God. With all its human weakness there 
resides in it the power to redeem the 
world. For God is in it, and He is 
awaiting the call of our faith. 
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OBLIGATIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES 


Lutheran World Convention Makes Decisions Relative to Church 


Work ''At Home" and "Abroad" 


As soon as practicable the Lutheran 
World Convention will send a repre- 
sentative from the United States to 
Geneva, Switzerland, “to co-operate 
with the Geneva staff of the World 
Council of Churches in the reconstruc- 
tion program where Lutheran interests 
are involved,” according to decision 
made by the American Section of the 
Executive Committee. This mission 
will not interfere with the special mis- 
sion given approval some months ago 
whereby, after certain preliminary de- 
tails have been taken care of, Dr. Ralph 
H. Long and Dr. P. O. Bersell, repre- 
senting the National Lutheran Council 
churches, and the Rev. Lawrence 
Meyer, representing the Missouri 
Synod churches, will proceed to Stock- 
holm there to confer with European 
Lutheran representatives concerning 
the course it will be necessary to follow 
in the post-war reconstruction period. 

Concerning Tanganyika Territory 
mission, the committee adopted reso- 
lutions recognizing the responsibility of 
the Lutheran World Convention to care 
for former German missions in that 
country for the duration, delegating 
authority to the Augustana Synod and 
its Board of Foreign Missions for the 
discharge of this responsibility and ap- 
pointing Dr. George Anderson, super- 
intendent of the Augustana mission, as 
director of the former German mission, 
assuming a portion of his support. It 


was estimated that about $65,000 of Lu-— 


theran World Action funds would be 
needed annually to finance the project. 

Upon the urgent request of Dr. 
Daniel Nelson, Lutheran World Con- 
vention representative in Chungking, 
China, it was decided to include in the 
Church Abroad item of the 1945 Lu- 
theran World Action appeal a sum of 
$60,000 to establish Lutheran Church 
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centers at Chungking and Chengtu. 
These centers would serve the service 
men who are stationed in or near these 
cities, and would also provide a center 
of church life for civilians and govern- 
mental representatives, who find it 
necessary now to hold informal serv- 
ices of worship in borrowed halls. 
Considerable time was spent in joint 
session with representatives from the 
Emergency Planning Council of the 
Missouri Synod in setting up a prac- 
tical plan of operation of the joint pro- 
gram of church reconstruction in 
Europe. According to this plan the 
American Section of the Lutheran 
World Convention will appoint three 
and the Missouri Synod two members 
of the committee which shall admin- 
ister relief and reconstruction in Europe 
under the name of the American Sec- 
tion. Relief funds raised from time to 
time by the participants shall be placed 
in a common treasury and persons 
elected to administer relief in European 
countries shall be selected from both 
constituencies. 
Full approval was given to the cloth- 
ing appeal being conducted by the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration through the 
churches of the United States, and it 
was expected that Lutheran congrega- 
tions and individuals will participate 
through the organization set up by the 
UNRRA.—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


The U. L. C. A. Brotherhood 


(Continued from page 15) 
Social 
The Banquet was most enjoyable. 
The great ballroom was crowded. 
Greetings were brought by the officers 
of the Church, President Frederick H. 
Knubel and Secretary W. H. Greever. 
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The writer was on the spot as toast- 
master. The address of the evening was 
intensely interesting, “A Just Peace 
and World Brotherhood.” The speaker, 
the Rev. Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, pro- 
fessor of Christian Education in our 
Philadelphia Seminary, is giving much 
time and talent to the work of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches in this field. 
He did not offer an optimistic note 
when speaking of the possibility of a 
truly Christian peace after this war, 
but he called in no uncertain terms for 
Christian witness to bear upon all who 
are responsible for the plans for peace. 
It was a call for action and was re- 
ceived by a deeply stirred audience. 


Officers Elected 

The installation of officers was con- 
ducted by President Knubel. All of- 
ficers were re-elected, the only changes 
being in the membership on the execu- 
tive committee. Those who will lead 
the Brotherhood for the coming bien- 
nium are: 

President—Mr. Lawrence F. Speck- 
man, Louisville, Ky. 

Vice-presidents — Mr. Harry A. 


Fritsch, Allentown, Pa.; Mr. Zeb B. 
Trexler, Concord, N. C.; Mr. Francis 
K. Ford, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Secretary—Mr. Harold D. Foster, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Treasurer—Mr. Ira C. R. Guldin, 


Kutztown, Pa. 

Members of Executive Committee for 
Three Years: Mr. Harry E. Isenhour, 
Salisbury, N. C.; Mr. Alfred Arneson, 
Chicago, Ill; G. E. McCarney, D.D., 
Conshohocken, Pa. 

Member of Executive Committee for 
Two Years: Mr. Albert J. Mayer, 
Waterloo, Ont., Can. 

The Brotherhood movement in the 
U. L. C. A. is in good hands and is on 
the climb. Its success, however, will 
depend on the nature of the Brother- 
hoods in the congregations of the 
Church. If they are strong, centered 
in program and spirit on things that 
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are basic to the Church, not socially- 
centered, poor copies of secular social 
societies, the Brotherhood has a great 
future. This future our lay leaders see, 
and the Church should give them full 
support in their purpose to organize 
the men of the Church in each congre- 
gation for Evangelism, Education and 
for the Energizing of the whole Church. 


The Church in the News 


(Continued from page 5) 
mote the ultimate establishment of one 
American Lutheran Church. President 
J. A. Aasgaard described the type of 
Christian faith' required in this period 
of crisis. 

Reply was made by President R. H. 
Gerberding of the Northwest Synod of 
the U. L. C. A. The confidence and re- 
spect which he has earned have had 
much to do with the development of 
inter-Lutheran relationships in the 
Northwest. 

The gala day of the convention was 
Saturday, when in the afternoon many 
of the delegates went to famed St. Olaf 
College of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church to witness the dedication of a 
new library named for the Norwegian- 
American novelist, Rolvaag, and the 
conferring of an honorary degree upon 
Dr. Knubel. 


This is written as the convention 
crosses the week end, and prepares for 
the final strenuous sessions. The dele- 
gates have been delighted with Minne- 
apolis and the fine work of the local 
committee, headed by Dr. J. H. Dressler, 
in arranging everything. On Sunday 
they will be worshiping in the many 
splendid churches of the Twin Cities. 
They will long remember the character 
and spirit of this community. For one 
thing, one finds here among clerks, 
waitresses, and such people a quaint 
prewar courtesy which is almost start- 
ling after the absence of it in the east- 
ern cities during this period of strain. 
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Heros the Dosh 


OnE obligation which belongs to the 
Christian citizen is that of casting his 
ballot on election days for men and 
civic policies that are entitled to his in- 
telligent and conscientious support. The 
assertion has been made on what ap- 
pears to be good grounds that basic re- 
forms occur in the United States when 
—and only when—the voters who 
usually neglect their duty to the state 
go to the polls and cast their ballots. 

Ture LUTHERAN urges each of its read- 
ers who are eligible to vote to exercise 
this privilege on November 7. Prac- 
tically speaking, the American form of 
democracy assigns to our periodic elec- 
tions the choice of policies and the au- 
thorization of persons to hold office. 
The selection is made by the majority 
of the votes cast and counted.- If a suf- 
ficient percentage of the citizens fail to 
go to the polls, then government is by a 
minority. Furthermore, deliberate 
absenteeism from the polls is a form of 
disloyalty to one’s nation and com- 
munity. Failure to vote has subjected 
our democracy to the greatest of all 
dangers. 

But someone may question the pro- 
priety of involving the church in ob- 
ligations to vote at elections. Perhaps 
careful thinking requires us to distin- 
guish the ecclesiastical from the civilian 
relations of the Christian citizen. In the 
main, the basic source of obligation is in 
the believer’s discernment that good 
government is the will of God in dis- 
tinction from unjust, godless or anti- 
Godless civil institutions. Care must be 
exercised against misuse of the organ- 
ization of the Christian church: it is 
positively involved and can definitely 
engage in defense of its freedom to 
preach the pure gospel, but not as an 
organization engaged in purely secular 
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affairs. But the Christians who are cit- 
izens are bound to use their civic in- 
fluence against neglect of the state’s au- 
thority or the usurpation of rule by 
minorities who take advantage of our 
election days to protect forms of im- 
proper discrimination in the exercise of 
civil authority. 

In America we are convinced that 
our resources with the freedom to use 
them are ours by the favor of God, 
whom Jesus Christ has revealed. It is 
sound logic to see in the actions of cit- 
izenship also duties to God. Intelligent 
and conscientious voting is high up on 
the list of spiritual responsibilities. 


APROPOS OF PLATFORMS 


Witsur Binkiey, Px.D., head of the 
department of Social Sciences at Ohio 
Northern University and an authority 
on the history of political parties in the 
United States, has recently written an 
article on the platforms framed at the 
1944 conventions of the two major 
parties. In a comparison of these quad- 
rennial nominating conventions with 
Congress relative to showing “the mind © 
of the parties,” he gives priority to the 
convention, and for a peculiar reason. 
The platform, he has written, which a 
party adopts at a nominating conven- 
tion is a series of declarations which 
have been framed by the platform com- 
mittee after it (the committee) has 
been pleaded with, menaced and sub- 
jected to many arguments. Special in- 
terests exert power, sponsors of varied 
race, sex, and religious minorities are 
on hand, and representatives of liberal, 
conservative, radical and reactionary 
groups assert that unless the platform 
promises regard for their objectives, 
votes will be lost to the party and its 
candidates may be defeated. 
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The only way out, says Dr. Binkley, 
is through compromises. Thus the plat- 
form by its “planks” and their implica- 
tions really mirrors the attitudes of the 
people. Sometimes no agreement is 
reached. Some candidates “must take a 
walk,” and a split in the party is the 
result. 

The thought of our great church con- 
ventions occurred to us as we read the 
economist’s analysis of the secular 
agency’s method of dealing with indus- 
trial and political affairs. We have no 
assertions ready for our readers: the 
most we can offer takes the form of 
some relevant queries, of which an 
ethical inquiry is first. In representa- 
tive assemblies, is resort to compromise 
justifiable? Certainly, in political life, 
“adjustments” must occur or “the 
party” would become disorganized and 
powerless, either to be eventually vic- 
timized into support of some demagog’s 
temporary principles or disappear from 
public interest. 

The fallacy in the “no compromise” 
position is the claim, direct or implied, 
of being 100 per cent correct, and the 
consequent conclusion that the other 
party to the argument is 100 per cent 
wrong. In some instances such a policy 
is the only one which is safe for adop- 
tion. But in other instances the way to 
an agreement will be by recognition of 
what is correct in the convictions of 
each of the participants in a conference 
and the logic of a combination wherein 
each of these “assets” is, so to speak, 
delivered into a common fund. The 
formation of the U. L. C. A. became 
possible when the constituents of three 
bodies decided to pool their strength 
and submerge their differences. In 
combined support of operations in 
which each was engaged prior to 1918, 
more efficiency in Christian corporate 
discipleship since then has been at- 
tained and the occasions for many for- 
mer initiating contacts have ceased to 
occur. The engagements in essentials 
have absorbed all into unity. 
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IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED 


Two thousand worshipers assembled 
in Central Lutheran Church, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., the evening of October 
11. In an environment favorable for 
deeply spiritual yet highly practical 
deliberation, the fourteenth biennial 
convention of the United Lutheran 
Church in America was opened. 

The delegates united in worship in 
which thanksgiving and petition were 
evident in their reflection of the con- 
ditions in the world which the church 
now faces. 

The Central Church in Minneapolis, 
of which the late Joseph Stub, Jr., was 
the builder, has the magnificent pro- 
portions and the architectural details 
that elicit devotion, especially where a 
great congregation is assembled. Such 
a group was gathered in the Lord’s 
Name. Their impressive use of the 
liturgy familiar to them was comple- 
mented by the voices of a well-trained 
choir and by the rich tones of a great 
organ. The clergy were vested eccle- 
siastically. It was good to have been 
there. 

The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Henry H. Bagger, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Lancaster, Pa., for- 
merly for ten years president of the 
Pittsburgh Synod. He is now a member 
of the Executive Board of the United 
Lutheran Church. He thinks keenly 
and logically, and his voice and man- 
ner are effective in the pulpit. 

Dr. Bagger’s discourse may well be 
described as sounding a keynote ad- 
dressed to the delegates assembled at a 
time when the church has many serious 
problems to solve. He quoted from the 
Acts of the Apostles the attitude of 
Gamaliel titled “A Religious Laissez 
Faire Policy.” It will not do for these 
times, he declared. 

The congregation, of whom about six 
hundred are delegates or representa- 
tives of administrative agencies, listened 
with rapt attention, 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL LESSON 


A Far-reaching Problem hy Nathan 72. Melhorn 


The Teaching of Jesus Applicable to ‘Race Relations" 


Scripture Recommended for Adult Reading November 5: 
Luke 10: 25-37; Acts 10: 9-16, 34, 35; 17: 24-28 


Ir 1s quite possible that the commissioners who selected “Race Relations” as 
a topic for November 5 could not foresee the intense class feeling that the last half 
decade has engendered. Riots in which white and black people in the United 
States were the contestants, localized phases of anti-Semitism and Labor’s auar- 
rels with Capital have made the headlines 
of our daily press. economic, dynastic, personal or racial af-_ 
But more alarming have been the more fairs that disturbances occur. Civil author- 
extended struggles in which governments ities sought by persecution to block the 
and combinations of governments have spread of the Christian faith. The effort 
engaged. Who could have expected in was defeated and the loyalty of believers 
these days of enlightenment that one group to their heavenly King was intensified. 
of people should claim to be “Herren folk,’ Then Constantine of the Roman Empire 
with superiority and a destiny to rule their took the faith under his protection and 
neighbors, beginning with the Jews? And made the church his ally. This combina- 
when in all human history were such vast tion did not fail: it established a precedent 
numbers of the inhabitants of the earth which has been both useful and detri- 
aroused to belief in their national su- mental in the last 1600 years. 
periority—or at least their right to an The problem lies in the character of the 
autonomy—which required the expulsion alliances which are proposed by both the 
of the white race from the Orient, the secular and the spiritual authorities. A 
severance of European mandates over areas point to be settled is the extent of the 
assigned to Japan, Britain, France and jurisdiction of these two authorities. Both 
Italy and the demands of India, China and have an area into which the other cannot 


Egypt for greater native civil authority? enter effectively because it has not the 
power to back its commands and redeem 
The Church's Activities its promises. The kingdom of God and the 


kingdoms of this world are not of the sort *’ 


In this maelstrom of conflicting en- that can be successfully merged into one 
deavors the Christian church has become jurisdiction. Jesus distinctly warned 


deeply involved, largely as a result of mis- against such a policy. 

sionary activities. It was said a score or In the “race” relations of people and 
two of years ago that only two areas of ajc in industry the church has been ap- 
the earth were completely closed to the healed to by both parties to the differences 
Gospel’s proclamation: one of these was between them, and severe criticism of the 
Thibet and the other a Mohammedan sec- ~- Christians has been made because of their 
tion, roughly Afghanistan. Of the pro- seeming disregard of social and economic 
priety of this desire to make every hu-\\ inequalities. The Christian revelation in 


man being know Him in Whom alone 1S America does not wield legal authority. 
eternal life is only obedience to our Lord’s 
last will and testament. This response to DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

. swe . October 30-November 5 
His rae ae: needs only an opportunity M.  Betar’s Vislonii.cts 10-9516. 
ae reach people . prove ye a T. Made of Oue Blood. Acts 17: 24-28. 
there are no problems to be settled o : Feter and Cornelius. Acts 11: 5-15. 
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color, race, nation, clime or culture. 13:1. pO CRN cc AC eM eal 

It is when the “power of God unto sal- F:, Philip in Samaria. Acts 8: 4-8, 


. whe Sat. Philip and the Ethiopian. : 26-39. 
vation” becomes entangled with political,  s, auctinin Saiiuracdo Myre ray = 
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BOOKS 


Information, Please 


Keeping Your Church Informed. By W. Austin Brodie. Revell. 125 pages. $1.50. 

Tue author, described as an “enterprising student of journalism and church work,” 
wrote another book not so long ago, “Keeping Your Church in the News,” that was well 
worth reading and is a handy volume to have within reach on the pastor’s desk, when- 
ever there is occasion to seek space in the secular press. 


In this second volume he turns to what 
might be termed “internal publicity” and 
again has what might be called a tabloid 
encyclopedia on the multiple phases of 
keeping a congregation’s membership in- 
formed, interested, and inspired to action 
by means other than the pastor’s sermons, 
verbal announcements, and visits, or those 
of the parish worker or the every-member 
visitation team. One approves of the au- 
thor’s decision to “give more ideas on the 
preparation and use of church literature.” 

Not only content material is discussed, 
but the value of letterheads, type faces, 
quality of paper, varieties of production 
media, and the like. To the present re- 
viewer the chapters on “Practical Mail 
Addressing” and “Keeping Your Mailing 
' List Up-to-date” brought the most infor- 
mation. Under the conditions now obtain- 
ing the constant change of addresses in 
most parishes of any size poses a baffling 
problem. The little sidelights of any one 
of the phases of keeping your church in- 
formed are valuable; for instance, how to 
make effective correction on stencils, re- 
vealed a little “trick of the trade.” 

For pastors, but equally for parish sec- 
retaries and others charged with using the 
printed page and the mails for informing 
the members, here’s a book worth more 
than its price. C, K. Frcrey. 


Jewish Lore 


The Babylonian Talmud in Selection. Edited 
and translated by Leo Auerbach. 286 pages. 
Philosophical Library. $3. 


Tue Talmud is an encyclopedic collection 
of the primary source materials of Rab- 
binical Judaism. It contains sixty-three 
tractates assembled under the headings of 
agriculture, festivals, women, civil and 
criminal law, sacrifices, and purifications. 
In each tractate are included the Hebrew 
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Mishna (the repetition of the law) and the 
Aramaic Gemara (the commentary on the 
Mishna). These expansions and applica- 
tions of the Mosaic Laws and their further 
discussion by the Rabbinical authorities of 
Babylonian Jewry were codified and writ- 
ten down between the second and fifth 
Christian centuries. But they represent 
the teaching traditional among the Jews 
since the days of Ezra. 3 
The Christian reader is here offered a 
sampling of the twenty-two folio volumes 
of the Talmud. Twelve of the sixty-three 
tractates are represented, mostly by brief 
passages; but one, “The Fathers of the 
Mishna,” which describes the characters 
and teaching of the classic Rabbis, is 
translated complete. There is no worthy 
English version of the entire Talmud. Only 
a trained scholar could profitably use one. 
But any student of the Bible, any friend 
and neighbor of orthodox Jews, anyone 
interested in Jewish-Christian history, tra- 
ditions or folk lore will find Auerbach’s 
Selection of real value. Here one can study 
at first hand the ideas and ideals of the 
people to whom our Lord said, “Ye search 
the Scriptures; because in them ye think 
ye have eternal life’; the people of whom 
St. Paul was at once so proud and so 
despairing. Cuartes M. Cooper. 


Verse 


Releasing Life! By 
Paebar. 54 pages. 

Tuts book of religious poetry has been 
written by a United Lutheran Church pas- 
tor in Shenandoah, Va. The first group of 
poems is on Biblical subjects, and the sec- 
ond on “Releasers of Life in the Twentieth 
Century,” the scientist, surgeon, farmer, 
etc. The poems indicate bold imagination 
and ability to make use of simple words. 
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H. Earle Schlotzhauer. 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE. 


Ky nos John Teaver 


THE PUBLIC SERVICE—! Corinthians 14: 24-26 


We need the fellowship of worship. 
When we have right relationship with God, 
it is also implied that we will find right 
relationship with our fellowmen. Jesus 
coupled the commandments of love to God 
and love to neighbor. There is no tie to 
bind men together like the tie of religion. 
Self-interest is a most uncertain binder 
for society. Interests often clash. Eco- 
nomics, geography, nationalism, race, all 
have their limitations. We may even live 
in the same house and belong to the same 
family and be wide apart as the poles. A 
common faith, finding expression in a com- 
mon service of worship, is the best hope for 
one world. 

There is a contagion also in public wor- 
ship. We help each other to keep our 
minds and hearts in the business of prais- 
ing God. Sing a hymn alone or sing it in 
the congregation, and the difference will 
be felt. We spur each other on to ever 
greater expressions of love and loyalty to 
our Lord. Few can keep their sense of 
God’s presence without constant return to 
the place of worship. We need the altar 
and the cross to help us realize the weight 
of our sins, the hope of our forgiveness 
and the joy of thanksgiving. 

We believe that God is pleased by the 
sound of many voices raised in praise to 
Him. The Bible is full of the expectation 
that congregations would worship together, 
choirs sing anthems of praise, and multi- 
tudes be gathered in adoration of Christ. 
Part of the picture we have of heaven is 
this chorus of the voices of the redeemed 
singing eternally before the throne. Pub 
lic worship is God’s plan for the cultiva- 
tion of intelligent, sincere and joyous rec- 
ognition of His worth. For worship is 
worth-ship, and without it we will soon 
lose all appreciation of God’s worth. 


The Common Service 
We Lutherans have an order of worship 
that we have learned to love. A young 
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friend asked recently why we called it 
“common.” Of course, the word does not 
mean “ordinary”; but our Common Service 
is an order of worship which we have “in 
common” with uncounted multitudes of 
fellow Christians. 

Luther felt the need of one approved 
order: of service as a tie to bind together 
the churches of the Reformation. In his 
introduction to a liturgy which he pre- 
pared he wrote, “It would be beautiful and 
admirable if in every territory the order 
of service would be the same, and the sur- 
rounding towns and villages would follow 
the same.” In preparing this liturgy he re- 
tained all that was helpful for worship 
from the historic liturgies of the church. 
Therefore the Common Service is not only 
common to millions of Lutherans, but has 
many elements common to Christians of all 
ages. Few of the Collects are less than 
twelve hundred years old, and we are 
using Introits and Bible lessons that, in 
some cases, date back to the age of 
Charlemagne. 

As Americans we should remember that 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg also realized 


the need of a common service. He wrote:,. 


“It would be most desirable and ad- 
vantageous if all the Evangelical Lutheran 
congregations in the North American 
States were united with one another, and 


if they all used the same order of service — 


and the same hymnbook.” Already Amer- 
ican Lutheranism is moving in this direc- 
tion, and there is promise that Muhlen- 
berg’s hope will soon be realized. 


Tests for an Order 


On what grounds do we authorize such 
a service? There are three tests that may 
be applied to any order. 

1. Is it understandable? Luther wanted 
public service to be in the language of the 
people. Therefore he discarded Latin. We 
should make sure that our people under- 
stand the meaning of the English of the 
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Common Service. Unless they understand 
the order they use for worship, they might 
as well be attempting to praise God in a 
strange language. 

2. Is it Biblical? Most of the order is 
direct quotation from the Bible. It would 
be easy to identify at least thirty refer- 
ences in addition to the Epistle and Gospel 
lessons. Indeed, the very spirit of the Com- 


mon Service is the spirit of the Scriptures. 


3. Does it aid in worship? The testimony 
of numberless worshipers unites in the 
praise of the Common Service. This test 
is practical. For the average Lutheran a 
visit to a church of another communion 
will help us appreciate our own order. 
Some years ago a Baptist attended our 
church for nearly two years, then moved 
to the neighborhood of a church of her 
communion. She announced her move 
with the remark, “Now I can return to my 
own church.” A few months later I met 
her and asked how she was enjoying her 
“own church.” She answered, “I never 
could have believed a service could mean 
so little to me. To tell you the truth, I 
don’t feel as though I had been at church.” 
Increasing attention is being paid to liturgy 
in all Protestant churches. Why must new 
- orders be invented, when we have a his- 
toric order, a Biblical order and one that 
meets the basic needs of man? 


The Larger Fellowship 


To the fellowship of Christians of all the 
ages we invite all who would worship our 
Lord. In the words of the introduction to 
our “Common Service Book”—“This Com- 
mon Service is in its newest parts as old 
as the time of the Reformation; in its order 
and in the great body of its contents, it 
represents the pure Service of the Chris- 
tian Church of the West from the earliest 
times; it embraces all the essentials of 
worship from the establishment of the 
Christian Church on earth; it has given ex- 
pression to the devotion of countless mil- 
lions of believers through many genera- 
tions. It can lay claim, as can no other 
Order of Service now in use, to being the 
Common Service of the Christian Church.” 
Let us think of this next Sunday as we go 
to our churches. 

* * * * 


To Leapers: Topic date, November 5. 
Next topic, “Come and Worship in Groups.” 


October 25, 1944 


Young Pastor Drowns 


From the Kansas Synod Lutheran the 
following sad news has reached us: 

“Falling into the waters of Lee’s Creek, 
a mountain stream, near Fort Smith, Ark., 
while fishing, the Rev. Paul Burton Close, 
pastor at Fort Smith, drowned Saturday 
evening, September 30. The body was re- 
covered several. hours later. 

“Funeral services were conducted Oc- 
tober 3 at St. Luke’s Church, Fort Smith, 
by the Rev. George Whittecar, Tulsa, pres- 
ident of the Kansas Synod; the Rev. 
George L. Search, Waterville, secretary of 
synod; and the Rev. Robert L. Gaston of 
Eureka. 

“Mr. Close, twenty-seven years of age, 
was one of the most popular younger pas- 
tors of synod. He had gone to Fort Smith 
a year ago as pastor of St. Luke’s Church, 
and do extensive service work among men 
in the army camps near Fort Smith. Prior 
to going to Fort Smith he was pastor for 
several years of St. Paul’s Church at Val- 
ley Falls, where he had served during his 
senior year at Western Seminary and fol- 
lowing his graduation in 1941. 

“He was a member of several important 
synodical committees, and was publicity 
director for the last two conventions of 
synod. 

“Surviving are his widow and one 
daughter, Laurice Ruth, fifteen months 
old.” 


Pastoral Changes 


Tue following pastoral changes are noted 
in The Central Observer, issued monthly 
by the Central Pennsylvania Synod: 

The Rev. Samuel D. Sigler from the 
Salisbury Charge to the DuBois Charge, 
effective August 15. 


The Rev. Paul F. Curfman from Zion 
Church, Newville, Pa., to the Northumber- 
land Charge September 1. 


The Rev. William L. Ziegenfus from the 
Landisville-Millersville Charge, Pa. to 
Grace Church, Camden, N. J., effective 
October 1. 


The Rev. Robert E. Olson from the 
Church of Our Saviour, Coatesville, Pa., 
to. Troy Hill Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
October 1. 
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Under Scientific Research 


Yale University's School of Alcoholic Studies Yields Facts and Conclusions 


“Excessive drinking and the marital re- 
lationship are incompatible.” These words 
of a prominent sociologist are sobering— 
especially in these days of broken homes, 
delinquent children and parents, and with 
the knowledge that in 1943 America spent 
over six billion dollars on alcoholic bever- 
ages. Add to this the sober reflection that 
there are now in America over 600,000 
alcoholics, and that one out of every 
twenty moderate drinkers. sooner or later 
will become an excessive drinker wasting 
time and talent, a problem to himself and 
to society, presenting a disintegrated, sick, 
and unhappy personality where there 
should be a child created in the image of 
God. Put all this together and you face a 
staggering problem. 

Happily, in America today, there is a 
growing concern by thinking men and 
women about this problem. Yale Univer- 
sity has recognized it and has authorized 
sixteen of a staff of twenty-three in the 
Department of Applied Physiology to 
spend full time in research upon it. As an 
outgrowth of this interest, and because the 
director, Dr. E. M. Jellinek, is convinced 
that a scientist must make his findings 
available for the public good, Yale Univer- 
sity has sponsored the Summer School of 
Alcohol Studies. 


From All Walks of Life 


Accordingly, during July 147 interested 
people gathered on the campus of the Yale 
Divinity School for the intensive sessions 
of the course. These 147 represented all 
walks of life and all parts of the nation. 
There were pastors, doctors, teachers, so- 
cial workers, judges, lawyers, police and 
parole officers, prison chaplains, 
chiatrists, writers and propagandists, pro- 
fessional drys and representatives of the 
liquor companies. They gathered with 
divergent views and motives. Some came 
because of a growing concern about the 
inefficiency and loss of man-hours in the 
factory; some because the drunk is a threat 
to the liquor industry itself; some because 
they seek better controls for the traffic; 
some because they were concerned with 
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the human lives lost, the personalities dis- 
integrated, the homes broken; and others 
because they felt that anything that makes 
a man less the person God created and in- 
tended him to be, is a problem that must 
be faced. But, no matter what the motive, 
all were agreed that here is a problem of 
great magnitude that must be faced. 


Objective Presentation of Subject 


The school sought always to be objec- 
tive. It had no solution to offer, but at all 
times it sought the truth. Every phase of 
the problem was presented: psychological, 
physiological; the effects upon personality, 
society, economics, legislation, education, 
history, morals and religion; and the re- 
habilitation of the addict. Again and again 
it was emphasized that we must treat the 
alcoholic as a sick man, not a criminal; 
one who needs help, not punishment; one 
who needs a cure, not condemnation. It 
was revealed that 40 per cent of the addicts 
come from that group who are homeless 
in a bewildering world, insecure, afraid, 
faced with personality problems. The 
other 60 per cent come from the group of 
“social drinkers” who drink because it is 
the “right thing to do.’ In our modern 
competitive, aggressive, uncertain world 


the problem of alcoholism is becoming 


more acute. 

All who attended the school felt that it 
is the Church which alone holds the key 
to the solution. For the disintegrated, un- 
happy personality, it has the Gospel of 
Christ with its message of the worth of the 
soul and the way to self-realization in 
God. For the social drinker there is the 
reminder that the, body is the temple of God 
and that the lusts thereof must be kept in 
subjection by the power of Christ. In a 
nation that spends nearly six times as 
much each year on liquor with its at- 
tendant evils as it does for the work of the 
Church, the time has come when the forces 
of Christ must present its Gospel Message 
of redemption with all the power at its 
command.—Obtained by the Board of So- 
cial Missions, C. Franklin Koch, Executive 
Secretary. 
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Dr. Lehmann Inaugurated 
at Waterloo 


Dr. H. T. LEHMANN of Saskatoon, Erlangen 
and Wittenberg, was inaugurated pres- 
ident of the Evangelical Lutheran Semi- 
nary of Canada and Waterloo College at 
impressive services in St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Waterloo, Canada, October 4. 

Never before in the history of the young 
institution that now has received Dr. Leh- 
mann as its head, has a president taken 
office under circumstances so favorable as 
those that now prevail. The fact was re- 
flected in all that took place at the in- 
auguration. Eastern and Western Canada 
united with the central constituency in 
personal representation—President Whit- 
teker of the Nova Scotia Synod and Pres- 
ident N. Willison of Saskatoon—student 
bodies of the United States were repre- 
sented in a group from Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Springfield, Ohio; the Board of Edu- 
cation of the United Lutheran Church sent 
its executive secretary; Dr. F. H. Knubel, 
president of the United Lutheran Church, 
and the Executive Board of the Church, 
were represented by Dr. Rees Edgar 
Tulloss, president of Hamma _ Divinity 
School and Wittenberg College, and a 
member of the Executive Board. Most of 
the pastors of the Canada Synod were in 
attendance. The president and registrar 
of the University of Western Ontario, with 
which Waterloo College has been affiliated 
since 1924, brought felicitations. The local 
Roman Catholic educational institutions 
were represented. 

Never before has a president assumed 
the leadership of a debt-free Waterloo. 
Never before has the physical plant in its 
entirety been so well conditioned and 
equipped. Never before have students been 
offered such advantages and comfort. 
Never has nature smiled more beneficently 
on the doings of men: in sunshine and 
landscape; in vine and tree. 

The inaugural functions began with a 
banquet to invited guests in the parish hall 
of St. John’s Church, the Rev. C. S. Roberts 
pastor. Dr. John Schmieder, pastor of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Kitchener, and a native 
of the Province of Saskatchewan, who is 
the president of the Board of Governors, 
presided. The president of Saskatoon 
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Seminary, who is the first graduate of 
Waterloo and whose thirtieth anniversary 
of graduation occurred June 2 last, was of- 
fered the privilege of introducing Dr. 
Tulloss; Dean Klinck, one of the first grad- 
uates of the college, introduced Dr. Sher- 
wood Fox, president of the University of 
Western Ontario. Dr. Tulloss spoke of the 
joy of the Church in welcoming Dr. Leh- 
mann into his new office and of the su- 
preme importance of Christian Higher 
Education. Dr. Fox reviewed the pleasant 
relations that had always existed between 
Waterloo and Western University and 
looked forward to the fullest measure of 
co-operation in the future. 

At the service in the church, which was 
preceded by a colorful academic proces- 
sion, Dr. Gould Wickey spoke on “Recon- 
struction Through Christian Education.” 

The president-elect was presented by the 
Rev. R. B. Geelhaar, secretary of the 
Board of Governors, and the act of in- 
auguration was performed by President 
John Schmieder. The subject of Dr. Leh- 
mann’s inaugural address was “The Lu- 
theran Church and Canadian Culture.” 
Often, he said, Canadian cultural values 
had been given a racial basis rather than 
a religious one. He traced the story of the 
Lutheran Church in Canada and pointed 
out the contributions that her people had 
made to the wholesome life of the Cana- 
dian people. The Lutheran Church is a 
cementing element in the building of 
Canadian unity. It is an indigenous church 
endowed with the means to play an im- 
portant part in promoting the welfare of 
the Canadian people. It must attain to 
complete unity that it may be in the best 
and most effective way a Canadian church. 

Dr. Lehmann received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of Sas- 
katchewan and was graduated from the 
Lutheran College and Seminary at Sas- 
katoon in 1937. For two years he did grad- 
uate work in the University of Erlangen, 
receiving there the degree of Doctor of 
Theology. For the past two years he has 
been doing the work of a “fellow” in Wit- 
tenberg College, Springfield, Ohio. For two 
years he was pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Winnipeg. The Canadian Church 
has followed his career with much, interest 
and will continue to be intensely inter- 
ested. The Church extends good wishes. 
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IScltinove Vos 


Activity in Churches and Among Organizations 


The Rev. James T. Powers was installed 
as pastor of Calvary Church, September 
17. The Rev. A. S. Deibert delivered the 
charge to the congregation. R. C. Sorrick, 
D.D., delivered the charge to. the pastor. 
Mr. P. C. Zahn, vice-president of the 
church council, presented the formal 
written call of the pastor to Dr. Lloyd M. 
Keller, president of the Maryland Synod, 
who performed the act of installation. Im- 
mediately after the service a reception was 
held in the lecture room for Pastor and 
Mrs. Powers. Calvary Church observed its 
forty-ninth anniversary September 22. The 
guest speaker was John L. Deaton, D.D., 
pastor of Christ Church, Baltimore. 


The Baltimore Inner Mission Society 


More than 800 suppers were served dur- 
ing the annual Hospice Ingathering on 
September 21. The Women’s Auxiliary of 
the Society sponsors this affair for the 
benefit of the Hospice for Girls. 

The campaign to raise $15,600 for its 
1944-45 maintenance was launched among 
the American and United Lutheran 
churches at a Rally Supper and Workers’ 
Consecration Service, Thursday evening, 
September 28. Mr. William E. Zschiesche, 
a member of Second Lutheran Church, is 
the chairman of the appeal. October 15 
was set aside as Inner Mission Sunday. 
The annual meeting of the Society will be 
held October 26 at Grace Church (A.L.C.). 


The Rev. Paul M. Orso, chaplain at City 


Hospitals, will conduct regular Sunday - 


morning services at the Marine Hospital. 


Christian Growth Series 


In order that the Christian Growth 
Series may be given a right start in the 
church schools, the Christian Education 
Committee of the Maryland Synod planned 
sectional meetings to study the proper pro- 
cedure. Two such meetings were held in 
Baltimore with more than 100 officers and 
teachers at each. The first meeting was 
held at Trinity Church, P. S. Baringer, 
D.D., pastor. The leaders were Dr. Mar- 
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garet Ballard, Miss Marguerite Schmidt- 
man and the Rev. Augustus Hackmann. 
The second meeting was held at Refor- 
mation Church, the Rev. Howard F. Reisz 
pastor. The leaders were Mrs. Howard F. 
Reisz, Mrs. Leslie H. Tucker and Pastor 
Hackmann. 


Lutheran Men's Supper 


The Church Extension Society has 
planned a Lutheran Men’s Supper, to be 
held at St. Paul’s Church, the Rev. Hugo 
W. Schroeder pastor, Monday evening, 
October 30. The special order of the meet- 
ing will be an address on “A Just and 
Durable Peace,” by the Rev. Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde. 


Ascension Lutheran Church 


The Rev. Roland W. Renkel, pastor of 
this mission congregation, is planning to 
spend the month of October visiting 
churches to study programs and buildings. 
Ascension congregation, now housed in a 
large dwelling house, is looking forward 
to building a suitable house of worship 
as soon as priorities are lifted. 


Stewardship and Benevolence Handbook 

The synodical Committee on Steward- — 
ship and Benevolence, the Rev. Luther H. 
Hare, chairman, has prepared a new 
handbook on Stewardship and Benev- 
olence. Pastor Hare exhibited this new 
book of the synodical Executive Commit- 
tee last month. The materials are fresh, 
the mimeographing is well done, and the 
illustrations are timely. This book will find 
a welcome audience among the councilmen. 


The Rev. Fred R. Seibel, pastor of the 
Silver Run Parish, delivered an address 
on “The Youth of the Church” at a recent | 
meeting of the Lutheran Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation. 


Mortgage Burned 


Holy Comforter Church was organized 
December 31, 1911, in Govans, Northeast 
Baltimore. In 1914 its first church was 
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erected. As the congregation grew, new 
property was purchased, an addition to 
the first church building was erected to 
house the growing church school, a par- 
sonage was built in 1919, and in 1931 the 
first unit of a new church was erected. 
Again the church has outgrown its physical 
quarters and looks forward to the com- 
pletion of a new building. Six years ago 
the property value was recorded at 
$110,000 with an approximate debt of 
$28,000. The congregation has co-operated 
in the liquidation of its debt and Septem- 
ber 17 the burning of the mortgage took 
place. 

The guest speaker was Paul Andrew 
Kirsch, D.D., associate executive secretary 
of the Board of American Missions. As- 
sisting in the ceremony were Mr. John A. 
Lambrecht, treasurer; Mr. H. C. Martin, 
secretary; Mr. Carl B. Perry, vice-pres- 
ident; Mr. H. J. Landbeck, representative 
from the bank; Mr. John E. Adolph, char- 
ter member of the congregation; and Pas- 
tor J, Frank Fife. The three choirs of the 
congregation sang special music. It was a 
day of rejoicing, evidenced by the fact 
that more than a hundred persons had to 
~ stand during the ceremony. 


Lutheran Service Center 

At seven o’clock, Saturday evening, Sep- 
tember 16, eighteen-year-old Private 
Arland H. Cahill of New Port, Vermont, by 
the simple act of crossing the threshold 
of the Service Center became the 50,000th 
guest at the Center, the recipient of a gift, 
and the center of attraction for a while. 
The attendance at the Center has been 
close to 3,000 each month of the past year. 
A little chapel has now been completed 
and is in frequent use for weddings, pri- 
_ vate communions and private devotion. 
The second anniversary of the opening of 
the Center will be celebrated at special 
services in November. 


National Christian Mission to Teachers 


The Council of Churches announces the 
set-up for the National Christian Mission 
to Teachers. The Mission will begin Sun- 
day afternoon, November 12, at Christ Lu- 
theran Church. The theme for the first 
sessions will be “Teachers’ Responsibility 
for Evangelism.” Dr. Elmer Homrighausen 
of Princeton Theological Seminary will be 
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the speaker. After the address, the group 
will divide into four Seminar Conferences 
—Children’s, Young People’s, Adults, and 
Administration. There will be a mass 
meeting in the evening carrying out the 
theme, “Parents and Teachers Working 
Together for an Effective Evangelism.” Dr. 
Harold C. Case of Scranton, Pa., will be 
the speaker. Monday evening, November 
13, the ministers will meet at Mt. Vernon 
Place Methodist Church. Dr. Robert Searle 
of New York will address the group. At 
noon the annual meeting of the Council 
will be held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel. 
In the evening the Mission Team will go 
to Middle River to meet with the war 
workers in this defense area. 


Commissioned for Service in India » 


Ruth M. Myers, A.B., M.S., a member of 
Third Lutheran Church, is the most re- 
cent appointee by the Board of Foreign 
Missions for work in India. Miss Myers 
is a graduate of Goucher College, Phi 
Beta Kappa. She has a degree of MS. 
from Johns Hopkins University. She has 
held an important position with the Mary- 
land State Department of Health. Miss 
Myers will study bacteriology and lab- 
oratory diagnosis of tropical diseases be- 
fore she is sent to India. She was com- 
missioned at the annual meeting of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Mary- 
land Synod at St. Mark’s Church, Balti- 
more, October 4. 


Returned to Liberia 


The Rev. George R.. Flora and his family, 
who have endeared themselves in the 
Synod of the Northwest during his two 
years of residence on its territory, have 
found the way open for their return to 
their mission field in the interior of 
Liberia, Africa, about October 1. 

Bethany Church, Wisconsin Dells, will 
be the principal loser by this turn of 
events. Mr. Flora took charge of this con- 
gregation as supply pastor in the fall of 
1942 and led it in continued growth and 
influence. When the congregation was 
compelled to move out of the chapel of 
another denomination, he led them in a 
project of remodeling a rented hall to 
meet their needs and later in financial 
plans for the erection of a new building 
as soon as building is permitted. 
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Centennial at Orwigsburg and Congregational Activities 


A WEEK of special services marked the 
one hundredth anniversary of the organ- 
ization and incorporation of St. Paul’s 
Church, Orwigsburg, the Rev. C. E. Huegel 
pastor. The president of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, E. E. Fischer, D.D., 
preached at the first of the anniversary 
services, September 24. The Rev. M. L. 
Wuchter, pastor of Atonement Church, 
Wyomissing, brought the Vesper message. 
Tuesday evening greetings were brought 
by the officers of the Pottsville Conference. 

Three sons of the congregation were on 
the program for Homecoming Night: the 
Rev. Guy Brown, Belleville, N. J.; the Rev. 
Elmer R. Deibert, Reading; and G. Arthur 
Fry, D.D., Pittsburgh. Community Night 
was highlighted by the appearance of local 
pastors, who brought greetings from neigh- 
boring congregations. The Rev. Russell W. 
Stine, Ph.D., professor at Muhlenberg Col- 
lege, was the guest speaker at a congre- 
gational banquet Friday evening. The cli- 
max of the celebration came with the cele- 
bration of Holy Communion October 1. 


Pastor William E. Nye, St. John’s Church, 
Shenandoah, is the second Pottsville Con- 
ference pastor to enter the chaplaincy. 
Pastor Nye has enlisted in the Navy. Pas- 
tor Maynard Hallock, formerly of Zion 
Church, Tamaqua, has been in the Army 
since the beginning of the year. 


The Rev. C. C. Schlitzer has begun his 
duties at Zion Church, Tamaqua, succeed- 


ing Capt. M. C. Hallock, now serving as a. 


chaplain in the Army. Before coming to 
Tamaqua, Mr. Schlitzer was pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Richlandtown. 


A Faithful Layman 


An impressive service of recognition was 
held at St. Paul’s Church, Port Carbon, 
recently, when Mr. Charles F. Simpson, 
superintendent of the Sunday school for 
the past forty-five years, was honored by 
the congregation. Mr. Simpson was pre- 
sented with several gifts by the Sunday 
school and the congregation. A son of the 
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Mr. Charles F. Simpson 


congregation, Pastor Charles E. Fisher of 
Birdsboro, preached the sermon. Pastor 
A. E. Polerack read the Induction Service 
for Mr. Simpson and the other members 
of the Sunday school staff. 


Mr. Simpson’s activities have not been 


confined to the Sunday school. He has 
been a member of the church council since 


1896, and secretary of that body since 1899. | 
From 1889 until 1930 he served as organist © 


of the church. 


The Rev. A. E. Polerack, Port Carbon, 
was elected president of the Pottsville 
Conference Pastoral Association at its Sep- 
tember meeting. The Rev. E. R. Acker, 
Schuylkill Haven, is the new secretary- 
treasurer. The association meets monthly 
to discuss topics of mutual interest. At the 
last meeting, held in Leck Kill, Pastors 
Robert Heiberger of Quakake and Fred 
Blank of Leck Kill, led a discussion of the 
problems of the rural church. Reports of 
the U. L. C. A. convention will be pre- 
sented at the October meeting at Auburn. 

Well-attended sessions have been re- 
ported at the fall District Conference 
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meetings held at Christ Church, Mahanoy 
City, and Trinity Church, Pottsville. At- 
tendance figures reveal 236 present at 
Pottsville and 167 at Mahanoy City. 


A memorial service was conducted at 
Christ Church, Schuylkill Haven, by Pas- 
tor E, R. Acker for Pfe. William R. Thomp- 
son, the first casualty among the 120 men 
and women of that congregation now serv- 
ing in the armed forces. Private Thompson 
met his death at Guam. 


' Several hundred people attended the 
annual reunion of catechetical classes of 
St. Paul’s Church, Summer Hill, the Rev. 
C. A. Steigerwalt pastor. A former pastor, 
the Rev. H. H. Krauss, Red Hill, was the 
speaker. 


The first conference to go “over the top” 
for Lutheran World Action, Pottsville now 
lays claim to another “first.” Chairman 
A. E. Polerack reports that the fifty con- 
gregations of the conference, and two un- 
affiliated congregations, have reached or 
exceeded their quotas. 


Plans are under way for a continuation 

of the five Leadership Training Schools 

_ held in the Pottsville Conference last fall. 

Schools will open the latter part of October 

in Pottsville, Tremont, Mahanoy City, 
Schuylkill Haven and Tamaqua. 


Chicago News 


By H. G. TwirTMEyER 


Tue old adage, “Go west, young man, go 
west,” apparently was followed by the fol- 
lowers of Martin Luther here in Amer- 
ica; for in the midwest states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Iowa and Minnesota, we find twice as 
many Lutherans as in the eastern states 
of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, 
and the Carolinas. The great farming com- 
munities of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minne- 
sota were developed by Lutheran farmers. 

But not all Lutherans coming west were 
farmers; for here in America’s second 
largest city, Chicago, we find as many Lu- 
therans as all other Protestants combined. 
There are more than 375 Lutheran 
churches here, with a total membership far 
exceeding that of any other American city. 
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Chicago surely is “the center of Lutheran- 
ism in America.” 

Amongst all these Lutherans, members 
of the United Lutheran churches are no 
back number, but have an enviable record. 
In the last twenty-five years they have 
considerably more than doubled in num- 
bers, and now have churches conveniently 
located in all parts of the city. Outstand- 
ing among U. Li C. A. churches is North 
Austin Lutheran Church, of which Dr. 
F. W. Otterbein is pastor. This congrega- 
tion, not yet twenty-five years of age, is 
one of the largest in America. But it is 
typical of the growth of the city as a 
whole, for Chicago is still young with her 
great days still ahead. Thus when Lu- 
theran unity comes, we predict its head- 
quarters will be in Chicago. 


Chicagoland 

The Rev. K. Bruno Neuman, pastor of 
Grace Church, Peoria, has accepted the 
call to become pastor of Luther Memorial 
Church, Chicago, as of November 1. 


The Rev. George Ehrich, pastor of Peo- 
ple’s-Church, Chicago, has accepted the 
call to Redeemer Church of the same city 
and began his work there September 15. 
He was installed October 8 by President 
Armin G. Weng, president of the Illinois 
Synod. He is successor to the Rev. Harvey 
Clark, who was called to the secretaryship 
of the Chicago Bible Society. 


The Rev. George Cressman, a graduate 
of the Philadelphia Seminary in 1944, has 
accepted the call to Acacia Park Church, 
Chicago, and was installed September 17 
by President Weng. 


The Rev. ‘Harold Bernhard, formerly 
pastor of Good Shepherd Church, Oak 
Park, began his work as pastor of Grace 
Church, Champaign, IIl., October 1. 


A Fortieth Anniversary 


Calvary Church, Chicago, Dr. E. L. 
Spaid pastor, observed its fortieth anni- 
versary October 1-8. Organized in 1904 
with forty-two charter members the con- 
gregation now numbers 500. The first pas- 
tor was Dr. Charles P. McLaughlin. In 
1906 Dr. John M. Bramkamp became pas- 
tor and served until 1921, when he was 
elected president of the Illinois Synod. His 
successor was the present pastor. 
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Maple ae ial ISbecces 


News of the Church in Western Canada 


Tuts is September 27 and tomato plants, 
beans, cucumber and melon vines are still 
green in the gardens of Saskatoon, Sas- 
katchewan. I mention this for the benefit 
of friends in more southerly latitudes who 
may be inclined to pity those of us who, 
after all, enjoy conditions in this northern 
clime. Mature cucumbers on the first of 
July and ripe tomatoes on the last of July 
and ever since! Dahlias still in marvelous 
glory! Come and see for yourselves at 
Trinity Lutheran parsonage and at our 
Forestry Farm. Marvelous is the word. 


The Saskatchewan Conference 


of the Manitoba Synod met in St. John’s 
Church, Lipton, the Rev. H. Dahle pastor. 
The attendance was good and the fellow- 
ship excellent. In accord with past prac- 
tice, there were studies in both the Old 
and New Testament based on the original 
languages. One paper dealt with the 
Church and World Peace. Reports on mis- 
sions, theological education, the work of 
the Canadian Lutheran Commission for 
War Service and the Canada Lutheran 
Home Mission Conference were presented. 
Throughout the prospect presented was 
bright. 

The good work done by pastors for our 
personnel in uniform was well illustrated 
by that of Pastor Dahle, who has fifteen 
young people in the service from his small 
parish. He keeps in constant personal 
touch with them. In addition to the send- 
ing of personal letters he circulates every 
month a mimeographed parish paper that 
is brim full of interesting news and de- 
votional material. That his work is ap- 
preciated is proved by the numerous let- 
ters that he receives. His young people 
in lonely and dangerous places will thank 
God for their pastor. 

The conference regrets the departure of 
Pastor C. J. Olson from Flin Flon, where 
he has been pastor of First Lutheran 
Church for three years. He has accepted 
a call to a parish in Nebraska and will 
take charge there the latter part of Oc- 
tober. There will then be six vacancies 
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in the Manitoba Synod. The Rev. Hans 
Wagner, until recently pastor at Big River, 
will become assistant pastor to President 
Goos at Saskatoon. 

Pastor Douglas Conrad of the Church of 
the Resurrection in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
reports a resumption of Service Center 
work by his congregation after a tem- 
porary suspension during the summer. He 
and his people are to be highly com- 
mended for their efforts. They are using 
their Sunday school rooms for special 
meetings and social treats. They are sup- 
ported financially by the Canadian Lu- 
theran Commission, but the work is done 
by them and that is no small matter. That 
their efforts are appreciated is amply 
proved by the attendance of the young 
people not only at the social functions but 
at the regular services in the church. 


Treasurer of Canadian Commission 


In the removal of Dr. Iver Iversen from 
Saskatoon to Minneapolis, where he has 
accepted a call to the faculty of Luther 
Seminary, the office of treasurer of the 


_ Canadian Lutheran Commission became 


vacant. Dr. J. R. Lavik of Saskatoon has 
been appointed as his successor. His ad- 
dress is Luther Seminary, Saskatoon, Dr. — 
Iversen’s departure is much regretted. He 
was a source of inspiration and strength 
to the Lutheran Church in Canada re- | 
gardless of synodical affiliations. He and | 
his wife and family endeared themselves 
to all with whom they associated. His 
place on |the faculty of our co-operating 
seminaries is being taken by the Rev. Olaf 
Storaasli, M.Th., S.T.D., the new pastor of 
Zion Lutheran Church, Saskatoon. 


A New Weekly 


Saturday Night, the great Canadian 
weekly magazine published in Toronto, 
calls attention editorially to a new monthly 
magazine published by the German-Cana- | 
dian Federation that has as its objective 
“the defeat of the Nazis, whom it con- | 
siders the arch-enemy of Germany; it 
works for a democratic new Germany, but 
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its allegiance is to Canada alone... . It is 
admirably suited to reach thousands of 
German-speaking Canadians, to interpret 
Canadian institutions to them, and to work 
for their integration into the Canadian 
community.” The name of this new Ger- 
man’ language monthly is Volkstimme, 175 
Bathurst St., Toronto. 

In a leading article in the Toronto Satur- 
day Night, the Rev. A. C. Forrest of Ham- 
ilton, Ontario, a minister and chaplain of 
the United Church of Canada, reviews the 
book, “Its Your Souls We Want,” by the 
Rev. Stewart W. Herman, Jr. He finds it 
the best analysis yet of the attitude of the 
German Church toward the war, and he 
comments: “Herman writes with a little 
of the personal breeze of the correspondent. 
But he also writes like a scholar. He has 
a deep-seated hatred of Nazism, but also 
a profound love for the ordinary German 
people. .. . Although the author criticizes 
and praises both the Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic churches in Germany, his 
closest contact was with the Confessional 
Lutheran Church. . . . The book is sig- 
nificantly dedicated ‘To the Confessional 
Church of Germany whose pastors have 
- borne the heat of the day.’” 


Vhovth Hersey ee 


By Atsert P. STAUDERMAN 


A WELL-ATTENDED fall convention of the 
New Jersey Conference of the United 
Synod of New York was held September 
26 in the beautiful sanctuary of St. John’s 
Church, Summit, of which the Rev. Dr. 
Willis S. Hinman is pastor. Eighty pas- 
tors and laymen were present to repre- 
sent the seventy-nine congregations of the 
conference. The Rev. Edwin H. Knudten 
of Rutherford, president, conducted the 
sessions and preached a timely sermon at 
the service of Holy Communion which 
opened the day’s program. Speaking on 
the text, Galatians 4: 4, the “fulness of 
time,” he pointed out in striking illustra- 
tion the pertinence of the message of Christ 
for the present day. 

Major interests of the business session 
were Home Missions; problems of post- 
war planning, particularly as they affect 
returning service personnel; and Social 
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Welfare. Guests who addressed the meet- 
ing included the Rev. Edmund A. Steimle, 
student pastor at Boston; the Rev. Dr. 
Frederick R. Knubel, president of synod; 
the Rev. Dr. Paul Andrew Kirsch, repre- 
senting the Board of American Missions; 
and the Rev. Dr. Paul C. White, secretary 
of synod. 

Among heartening disclosures were the 
reports that the conference had attained 
85 per cent of its quota for Lutheran World 
Action; that the fund raised to supply 
chaplains’ equipment for the battleship 
U. S. S. New Jersey had reached $242; and 
that many gains are to be found in 
financial and membership records of our 
congregations. 

Future planning included the establish- 
ment of a second “Mission Housing Fund” 
the objective of which is $1,000.. The first 
fund, now being held in trust for the con- 
gregation at Dunellen, to be given to them 
without any strings when they start their 
first building project, is $2,000. A sec- 
ond notable future plan is to increase the 
conference’s benevolence to 100 per cent 
of its quota by 1949. This will mark a 
major improvement, since the present 
benevolence total is only about 40 per cent 
of the apportionment. 


Among Congregations 

At “First St. John’s” in Newark, the Rev. 
Robert O. Flechtner has resigned as of 
September 15 to accept a call to the First 
Lutheran Church, Jeffersonville, N. Y. 
Pastor Flechtner served the old Newark 
congregation in bi-lingual work for about 
two years, and was previously pastor at 
Cresskill, N. J. First St. John’s is facing 
a serious problem in its future planning, 
inasmuch as it is now located in a declin- 
ing section of the City of Newark and the 
congregation is widely scattered, 


At Holy Trinity Church, Hasbrouck 
Heights, the Rev. William F. Behrens, Jr., 
pastor, the congregation is rejoicing in the 
installation of a stained glass window in 
the narthex, a new pulpit, lectern, flower 
stand and receiving bason. The window 
is the gift of the Primary Department of 
the Sunday school and depicts Christ 
knocking at the door. The pulpit was 
given by the Lutheran Ladies’ League, and 
the flower stand by the 1944 confirmation 
class, The other gifts are a memorial to 
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Lieut. Kenneth Wodenschek, who was 
killed in the invasion of North Africa. 


The Rev. George W. DeLawter has been 
called to the pastorate of Zion Church, 
Saddle River. He was ordained at a spe- 
cial service September 10 with the Rev. 
Dr. F. R. Knubel and the Rev. Dr. Walter 
M. Ruccius officiating. 


A happy event at Christ Church, Ridge- 
field Park, of which the Rev. Howard 
Winkleman is pastor, was the burning of 
the mortgage at a recent service. The Rev. 
John H. Wagner and the Rev. H. P. Han- 
sen were guest speakers on this occasion. 
Many other improvements to the church 
property have been made since the arrival 
of Pastor Winkleman two years ago. 


The Rev. J. Russell Hale has been in- 
stalled as pastor of the parish consisting of 
Gethsemane Church, Keyport, and Refor- 


Ciclo Clippings 


mation Church, Long Branch. The Rev. 
Robert Schlotter, the Rev. Thomas E. 
Shearer, and the Rev. Carl H. Miller par- 
ticipated in the installation service. 


Reports about declining Sunday schools 
do not hold true everywhere. Particularly 
is this true at St. Paul’s Church, Teaneck, 
the Rev. Albert P. Stauderman pastor, 
where record-breaking enrollment and at- 
tendance figures have been chalked up 
this fall. On a recent Sunday 409 were 
present at the church school, and the Sep- 
tember average was 395. A total of 45 new 
children were enrolled during September. 


Bethany Church, Belleville, the Rev. 
Guy Brown pastor, has purchased a par- 
sonage. 


Grace Church, North Arlington, the Rev. 
Stephen Ballek pastor, has purchased ad- 
ditional ground for its future church site. 


The Churches of the United Synod of North Carolina Active 


Tue spread of polyomyelitis over the 
state during the past summer has had its 
effects on all phases of church work. Va- 
rious conferences had to be postponed, 
canceled, or moved to other territory 
where the disease was less prevalent. At 
the last moment, the Summer School for 
Church Workers was canceled; the state 
convention of the Luther League, after 
being postponed, was 
finally held Septem- 
ber 22-24 at Kannap- 
olis; the Women’s 
Missionary Society, 
which usually holds 
a three-day session, 
has been modified to 
fit a one-day session 
at Concord October 
21. In the most 
heavily affected areas - 


The Home of the 

President of the 

North Carolina 
Synod 
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the ban was placed on Children of the, 
Church, Intermediate League, and chil- 
dren’s programs in the Sunday schools. 
With the advent of the cooler weather, all 
bans have been lifted. 


President's Home 


Dr. and Mrs. J. L. Morgan recently 
moved into their new home, 115 S. Ellis 
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Street, Salisbury, N. C. Soon after the 
merger of the North Carolina and Ten- 
nessee synods, steps were taken and funds 
authorized for the purchase of a home for 
the president of the synod. Before these 
plans materialized, came the depression. 
This delayed the project. In more recent 
years, by authority of synod’s executive 
committee, the matter was again taken up, 
and a committee appointed, consisting of 
H. E. Isenhour, J. L. Fisher, and Charles 
Heilig. This appointment resulted in thé 
purchase during the past summer, of the 
Dr. Julian G. Busby home, which was built 
twenty years ago of the best material ob- 
tainable, at a cost, including the lot, of 
$35,000. The building has been completely 
overhauled and repainted, and a modern 
fireproof vault has been installed in the 
basement for the preservation of the 
records of synod. 


Haven Parish House Dedicated 


Sunday, August 13, the fifth anniversary 
of the opening of the building, the parish 
school building at Haven Church, Salis- 
bury, was dedicated free of debt. Con- 
structed during the summer of 1939, the 
_building, together with a few improvements 
in the church auditorium, cost in the 
neighborhood of $10,000. Of this amount 
$4,500 was borrowed, to be paid at the end 
of ten years. Later, however, a financial 
plan was set up by which this debt was 
paid in half the time, and the anniversary 
date was set for the dedication. 

Following the sermon by the pastor, the 
congregation marched in procession to the 
auditorium of the parish building, where 
President J. L. Morgan conducted the ded- 
ication service. Mr. H. E. Isenhour, who 
was chairman of the building committee 
at the time of its construction, gave a brief 
comprehensive history of the conception, 
construction, and financing of the project, 
after which the canceled note was burned. 
Participating in the service was Dr. Harry 
Newcomer of Syracuse, N. Y., who with 
Mrs. Newcomer was spending a few weeks 
in Salisbury. 


Dedication of St. John's, Salisbury 


Dedication services at St. John’s Church 
October 1 signalized the achievement of a 
quarter century task, the paying off of the 
entire debt on the church, leaving both 
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church and parsonage entirely free from 
debt. Total value of the property today 
is estimated at $250,000, more than one- 
fourth of which has been paid in the last 
five years. The new church was author- 
ized February 4, 1923, the first brick was 
laid with impressive ceremonies, June 4, 
1924, and the cornerstone June 20, 1926. 
The first service was held in the church 
January 2, 1927; the pastor, Dr. Edward 
Fulenwider, preaching the sermon. At the 
service of dedication, Dr. Fulenwider, now 
pastor in Troutman, N. C., preached the 
sermon of dedication, this being followed 
by the formal service of dedication by 
President J. L. Morgan, D.D., assisted by 
P. D. Brown, D.D., pastor of St. John’s. 
At the evening service the message was 
brought by M. L. Stirewalt, D.D., of the 
faculty of the Southern Seminary, a for- 
mer pastor of this congregation. St. John’s 
is one of the best equipped and most beau- 
tiful churches in the South. 


Anniversary 


October 1 marked the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of the marriage of the Rev. and 
Mrs. B. E. Petrea of Union Church, Salis- 
bury. Wednesday evening of the preceding 
week their anniversary was observed at 
the home of their daughter, Mrs. Herman 
Cauble, St. John’s parsonage in Cabarrus 
County. Mrs. Cauble, assisted by her sis- 
ter, Miss Margaret Petrea, served a sump- 
tuous dinner, and felicitations were ex- 
tended the guests of honor. Present were, 
the Rev. and Mrs. Petrea, Dr. and Mrs. 
J. L. Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. 
Isenhour, the Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Phillips, Miss Margaret Petrea, and the 
Rev. and Mrs. Herman Cauble. 


Installations 


President Morgan recently officiated at 
the installation of the following pastors: 
the Rev. Glenn A. Miller, Mt. Olive Pas- 
torate, Gold Hill; the Rev. Hoke Ritchie, 
the old Mt. Pleasant Pastorate, Watauga 
County; the Rev. Jacob L. Lackey, Rich- 
field Pastorate; the Rev. Herman W. 
Cauble, St. John’s, Cabarrus; the Rev. 
Glenn A. Yount, St. Paul, Startown; the 
Rev. F. Leslie Conrad, Jr., St. Timothy, 
Hickory; the Rev. Curtis Moorehead, Mt. 
Hebron, Hildebran; and the Rev. George 
Bowden, Jr., Christ Church, East Spencer. 
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Leadership School 

The Rowan County Ministerial Associa- 
tion is sponsoring a fourth Leadership 
Training School to be held in St. John’s, 
Salisbury, October 30-November 3. The 
Rev. C. N. Yount is dean of the school, the 
Rev. E. R. Trexler, treasurer, and the Rev. 
Wilford Lyerly, registrar. Three first and 
four second series courses will be offered, 
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with the following teachers: Mrs. Reginald 
Ballard, the Rev. Paul Kinney, the Rev. 
C. E. Lutz, the Rev. George F. Schott, the 
Rev. O. G. Swicegood, the Rev. C. A. 
Phillips. In addition to the above, instruc- 
tion in the introduction and use of the new 
Christian Growth’ Series in the Sunday 
school will be given by the Rev. E. L. 
Misenheimer. 


Mortgage Burnings Feature News from Queens Borough 


Tue thirty-five U. L. C. A. churches of 
the Borough of Queens will unite again 
this year in a joint Reformation service 
at St. John’s Church, Richmond Hill, the 
Rev. Robert Weiskotten pastor, Sunday 
afternoon, October 29, at four o’clock. The 
preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz, president of Gettysburg Seminary. 

At last year’s service 800 people heard 
Dr. O. Fred Nolde of the Philadelphia 
Seminary. These joint services are spon- 
sored by the Queens Lutheran Pastoral 
Association. The Rev. Fred McLaughlin, 
pastor of St. Matthew’s Church, Ozone 
Park, is chairman of the committee plan- 
ning the celebration. He and Pastor Weis- 
kotten will be the liturgists. All the Queens 
clergy will be vested and in the proces- 
sional. The offering at the service will 
be given to Lutheran welfare work in 
Queens. 


Mortgages Burned 

Besides this union ‘celebration, three 
Queens churches will observe Reforma- 
tion Sunday by burning mortgages. At a 
special evening service October 29 Trinity 
Church, Maspeth, the Rev. Austin P. 
Bosch pastor, will burn a mortgage which 
represents the last indebtedness on a 
church property constructed three years 
ago at a cost of $73,500. This includes a 
church building and adjoining parsonage. 
Trinity, which celebrated its forty-fifth 
anniversary in the spring of this year, was 
formerly located a few blocks away from 
its present location. Funds for the build- 
ing which was erected in 1941 were col- 
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lected over a number of years, during the 
present pastorate and the pastorates of the 
Rev. William Pretzch and the Rev. A. H. 
Schaefer. Trinity hopes to add a parish 
house to its property in the future. 


Good Shepherd Church, Bellaire, the 
Rev. Lauri J. Anderson: pastor, which will 
also burn a mortgage on Sunday evening, 
October 29, looks forward to building in 
the future. A new church costing $70,000 
is planned for the post-war period. The 
church already has $30,000 on hand. The 
clearing of indebtedness on the present 
property will climax a month of celebra- 
tion of Good Shepherd’s twentieth anni- 
versary. Special services for each Sunday 
in October were held. October 1 was 
World-wide Communion Sunday; October 
8 the twentieth year Confirmation. Re- 
union Service; October 15 twentieth year 
Societies Sunday; October 22 twentieth 
year Children’s Sunday; and October 29) 
twentieth year Congregation’s Day. 


The third congregation to clear its in- 
debtedness on October 29 is St. Matthew, 
Ozone Park, the Rev. Fred McLaughlin 
pastor. Like the others, St. Matthew’s also 
has plans for the future. Lots have been 
purchased in a new and better location: 
for the erection of a church and parsonage 
as soon as conditions permit. The present 
building is totally inadequate for the 
growing work of this church. The mort- 
gage burning is part of the celebration of 
the seventeenth anniversary of the congre- 
gation and the fifteenth anniversary of the 
pastorate of Pastor McLaughlin. 
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Worship Crusade 

Six Protestant churches of Queens Vil- 
lage, among them Redeemer Church, the 
_ Rev. J. Edward Vesper pastor, are having 
what they call a Worship Crusade. Mem- 
bers of the churches participating pledge 
to attend for seven consecutive Sundays. 
Attendance is taken each Sunday, and 
absentees are visited during the week fol- 
lowing their absence. 


Grace Church, Forest Hills, the Rev. 
Alfred J. Krahmer pastor, expects to clear 
the indebtedness on its church building 
before the end of the year, and is in the 
midst of Loyalty Month. Each of the Sun- 
days of the month has been given over to 
emphasis upon a particular loyalty to the 
church. Using the suggested slogan, 
“Come, Commune, Contribute,” and add- 
ing a fourth, “Co-operate,’ the sermons 
have emphasized the loyalty of regular 
communion, regular church attendance, 
sincere service, and generous giving. The 
annual Every Member Visitation began 
October 22. Sunday ‘evening, November 5, 
Grace Church will hear and see a stere- 
opticon lecture on “Luther and the Refor- 
-mation” presented by the Rev. J. Christian 
Krahmer of Christ Church, Islip Terrace, 
New York. 


Nova Scotia News 


By Dovetas A. Conran 


Goop news has come from the director 
for Lutheran World Action for the Nova 
Scotia Synod. We are told that the synod 
has gone well “over the top” and that re- 
turns are still coming in. We are glad 
that there has been such a fine response 
to this worthy appeal. 


St. Matthew’s Congregation, Rose Bay, 
the Rey. A, L. Conrad pastor, reports that 
the parish hall has been decorated by 
voluntary labor. Recently the Rose Bay 
Parish had the pleasure of having as its 
guest preacher, the Rev. Halvdan Strand, 
Lutheran chaplain in the Canadian Navy. 
Chaplain Strand is a Norwegian by birth, 
but has spent many years in Canada. He 
was educated at Waterloo College and 
Seminary, and served a Norwegian parish 
in Western Canada. He is now stationed 


October 25, 1944 


with the Canadian Navy at Cornwallis, 
Nova Scotia. 


Resurrection Church at Halifax, the Rev. 
Douglas A..Conrad pastor, is in the midst 
of a campaign for raising funds to pay off 
the first mortgage on their church. In Jan- 
uary the congregation will celebrate its 
thirtieth birthday, and one of the plans is 
to have this mortgage burned as a part of 
the anniversary celebration. The young 
people of the congregation have started 
their activities for the season, and elected 
new officers for the coming year. These 
officers were installed by the pastor at 
Vespers October 1. The beautiful candle- 
light service was very impressive. 


Tribute of Esteem 


Tue loss to the Church in the death of 
Dr. Charles P. Wiles is very real. He was 
a Bible student and teacher with heart as 
well as with mind. He had a gift of ex- 
position. He could take the most difficult 
passages of Scripture and make them clear 
and challenging. I have been in his Bible 
classes at conferences’ and summer train- 
ing schools and watched young folks in 
their teens and pastors aged with long 
service, alike hearing him gladly. 

But beyond his fine scholarship and 
talent in exposition he himself was a liv- 
ing epistle. He was so kindly in his judg- 
ments, so unreserved in his friendships, so 
understanding and considerate of his asso- 
ciates, and so genuine in his faith, that one 
felt in him the spirit of the Book to which 
he devoted his life. Both head and heart 
were the medium through which the Bible 
was channeled to uncounted thousands 
who read his writings and listened to his 
messages. We all feel the poorer for his 
passing, but will cherish many spiritual 
treasures received through the long min- 
istry of Charles P. Wiles. 

Amos JoHN Traver, President, 
Parish and Church School Board. 


The Rev. Joseph E. Tice has accepted the 
call to become pastor of the Berrysburg 
Pastoral Charge, which consists of two 
churches at Millersburg and Killinger, Pa. 
He resigned as assistant pastor of Messiah 
Church, South Williamsport, Pa., to take 
up this new work. 
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Parish Activities and Group Interests Encouraging 


At a special service, St. John’s Church, 
Kutztown, Pa., the Rev. J. W. Bittner pas- 
tor, burned a $7,450 note, the purchase 
price of the site on which the congrega- 
tion plans to erect a new church. The Rev. 
Mark Trexler, president of the Reading 
Conference, preached the sermon. Dr. 
George F. Leibensperger, vice-president of 
the council, and Henry Grim, treasurer of 
the congregation, officiated at the note- 
burning. 

For quite a while St. John’s congrega- 
tion has felt the need of a larger and more 
modern church building. At present they 
share a building with a Reformed congre- 
gation. The new church will be on the 
main street of the town. 

Planned by Architect T. Norman Man- 
sell of Philadelphia, the church will have 
a maximum seating capacity of 590, in- 
cluding 385 in the nave proper, 65 in a 
chapel in the transept, 40 in the baptistry 
in the opposite transept, and 100 in the 
arched aisle. Plans also call for a social 
hall, departmentalized facilities for the 
Sunday school, and rooms for organiza- 
tions. 

With the publication of the architect’s 
drawings, a building fund campaign for 
$150,000 was instituted toward the erection 
of the new church, and $35,000 is now in 
hand. Plans are being put into action to 
raise the full amount. Says Pastor Bittner, 
“To insure success we must plan the work 
and then work the plan.” 


Leadership Training Schools 


Three Leadership Schools are being con= 
ducted in Berks County by co-operating 
parishes. The school at Kutztown, which 
was discontinued last year, has been or- 
ganized anew this year with an attendance 
of twenty-five. The Womelsdorf school, 
conducted by the Womelsdorf and Stouchs- 
burg parishes, is a new venture. There 
are fifty-five registered. Sponsored by the 
Committee of Christian Education of the 
Reading Conference, a school has been in- 
augurated in Reading. This move was con- 
templated for years, but was held off by 
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the existence of a strong interdenomina- 
tional leadership school. 


Sunday School Conventions 

The annual Sunday School Convention 
was held September 30 in St. John’s 
Church, Reading, the Rev. Robert Ischinger 
pastor. Highlights of the afternoon ses- 
sion were a panel discussion by local pas- 
tors on “The Church School Teacher’s Re- 
lationships,”’ and an inspirational address 
by the Rev. William O. Moyer of Elizabeth- 
town. At the evening session there was 
an address by the Rev. Dr. J. Harold 
Mumper, editor of the Parish and Church 
School Board, followed by sectional meet- 
ings to discuss departmental problems. 


St. Luke’s Church, Reading, the Rev. 
William Fluck pastor, was host to the 
eighty-second annual State Sunday School 
Convention October 10-13. St. Luke’s was 
the convention headquarters and all gen- 
eral sessions were held there. 


Anniversaries 

New Jerusalem Church (Dunkel’s), 
Greenwich Township, the Rev. Ira Klick 
pastor, was the scene of the two hundredth 
anniversary of the Reformed congregation 
worshiping there. . 


Zion Congregation, Moselem, the Rev. 
Carlton Heckman pastor, marked the 
fiftieth anniversary of the erection of the 
present church. The organ at Zion Church 
is 150 years old; but despite its age, is in 
good condition and is used every Sunday. 


Parishes 

The Stouchsburg Parish, the Rev. Luther 
Schaeffer pastor, held rally services in 
three of its churches with special preach- 
ers present. The Rev. Lester Fetter 
preached at Elias, Newmanstown; the Rev. 
Edward T. Horn, III, at Christ Church, 
Stouchsburg; and the Rev. E. Richard | 
Acker at St. Paul’s, Richland. 


St. John’s, Boyertown, the Rev. David | 
Longacre pastor, has begun the monthly | 
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publication of a four-page printed paper 
to be sent to the 301 members in the serv- 
ice. Illustrated and written in racy, fa- 
miliar style with newspaper format, it 
should have great appeal with service men 
and link them closely with their home 
church. 


Calvary Church, Laureldale, the Rev. 
Mark Trexler pastor, has procured and 
dedicated new chancel furnishings. The 
new furnishings are also adorned with new 
_ paraments. : 

St. John’s, Hamburg, the Rev. Rufus 
Kern pastor, held a vacation Bible school 
for the first time. One hundred eighty- 
seven children were enrolled. The school 
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financed itself and also donated $25 to 
Lutheran World Action. 


A Good Record 

The Rev. M. LeRoy Wuchter celebrated 
the twentieth anniversary of his pastorate 
at Atonement Church, Wyomissing. Dur- 
ing this period the church has grown from 
a communicant membership of 172 to its 
present communicant membership of 698. 
The debt has been steadily reduced. The 
benevolence obligations to the church at 
large are being met in full. Last and great- 
est, one girl has entered the diaconate, 
two boys have entered the ministry, and 
three more who are in the seminary will 
be ordained in the near future. 


Brotherhood and Religious Education Figure in News 


The Freeport District Brotherhood met 
in the First Lutheran Church, Freeport, 
the Rev. Charles F. Landwere pastor. The 
speaker of the evening was Judge Fred J. 
Kullberg, an active member of one of the 
Augustana churches in Rockford, and 
judge of Winnebago County. 


A Lutheran Sunday School Teachers’ 
Institute is being conducted in Rockford 
under the auspices of the Lutheran 
churches of the following synods: Au- 
gustana, United Lutheran, and Norwegian 
Free Church. 

The school is held each Monday night 
over a period of six weeks. Dr. H. Grady 
Davis, professor of Practical Theology at 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, IIl., 
presents the Bible studies on the theme, 
“Seeing Through the Eyes of Jesus.” 

Six lessons in the Christian Growth 
Series are being taught. The Beginners 
and Primary group is taught by Mrs. 
Robert H. Brooks of Messiah Church 
(U. L. C.).; the Junior and Intermediate 
group is taught by Mrs, Walter Gunner- 
son of First Church (Augustana). 

A third group, “The Church Worker and 
His Bible,” for Senior and Adult teachers, 
is taught by the Rev. A. C. Pikop (Norwe- 
gian), director of Christian Education, 
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Lutheran’ Bible Institute, Chicago. 

Chester Johnson, an instructor in one of 
the high schools and member of Zion Lu- 
theran Church (Augustana), is the dean. 
About one hundred teachers attend the 
institute. 


A new experiment in conducting the 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools in Rockford 
was tried last summer with good success. 
The schools were held under the auspices 
of the churches of the three co-operating 
synods: Augustana, Norwegian Free, and 
the United Lutheran. 

Permission was secured from the Board 
of Education to hold summer Bible schools 
in five public schools well distributed to 
serve many of the children from Lutheran 
families. Teachers for these schools were 
chosen from the co-operating churches. 
Children were encouraged to attend the 
Bible school held in the public school 
nearest their homes. Approximately eleven 
hundred children were in attendance. 

In this co-operative effort, Bible schools 
were also held in three suburbs: Grace 
Lutheran Church, Loves Park; two schools 
in the Alpine Park district; and Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln Park. : 

Results were so encouraging that it is 
planned to hold similar Bible schools next 
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summer, and an effort will be made to se- 
cure more public schools in which to hold 
them. 


The Rockford District Brotherhood. met™ 
in Trinity Church, Harvard, Ill., the Rev. 
Luther C. Mueller pastor. A main feature 
of the program was the showing of slide 
pictures by the Rev. M. K. Nesmith, Poplar 
Grove, Ill, taken on his tour through 
Europe, Asia and Africa, before the pres- 
ent war. Trinity Brotherhood is celebrat- 
ing its twenty-fifth anniversary, and has 
a membership of fifty active men. 
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choir will present an inspiringly ©} 


Death of Dr. Walter 


Lloyd W. Walter, D.D., pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Dixon, for nearly twenty- 
five years, entered into life eternal. The 
Ministerial Association of Dixon published 
in a daily newspaper a very fine tribute 
to the person and work of Dr. Walter and 
his long, useful pastorate at Dixon, 


The members of St. Paul’s Church, 
Nachusa, are happy in their house of wor- 
ship which has undergone extensive re- 
modeling, redecorating and refurnishing 
during the past year. Pastor Floyd R. 
Bacon announces the completion of the 
work with the installation of pews given 
as memorials. 


The new president of the Parent- 
Teacher Association of the P. A. Peterson 
public school, Rockford, is the Rev. Ed- 
ward Kreppert, pastor of Calvary Church. 


Seminary Auxiliary Holds 
Fali Meeting 


Precepine the fall meeting of the Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia, the members 
attended the Service of Recognition for 
Henry Offerman, D.D., and the Rev. Fred- 
eric Friday, in the Seminary Chapel. 

Reports showed that 212 new members 
have been added to the Auxiliary since 
June and that a fifth chapter—the Pitts- _ 
burgh Chapter—was organized June 7 in 
the First Lutheran Church of Pittsburgh. 
Mrs. W. H. Kell is temporary president. 

Real progress has been made in the ren- 
ovation of the main dormitory. The lounge 
has been completed and another section 
finished. The Auxiliary voted to renovate 


- Section A next. 


It was announced that Mrs. Charles C. 
Snyder of Reading has asked to furnish a 
suite of rooms in memory of her husband. 

The Auxiliary voted to hold the annual 
luncheon this year February 2 in the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Hotel. The dining room 
will seat 1,200 guests. 

The Rev. Edward T. Horn, IU, the 
speaker for the afternoon, presented the 
practical side of operating the seminary 
and told of plans for the future. 

Routu D. Ruyne, See. 
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Seminar in Milwaukee 


SEPTEMBER 18 a seminar for the Lutheran 
pastors in the Milwaukee area of Wiscon- 
sin was held at the Pfister Hotel in Mil- 
waukee. It was a full day’s program with 
three speakers. In the morning Dr. Mar- 
tin L. Cole of Augustana College, Sioux 
Falls, S. D., spoke on “Industry and La- 
bor.” It was a fine presentation showing 
what the attitude of the church should be 
toward both. In the afternoon the Rev. 
A. R. Kretzman of Chicago spoke on, “Lay 
Activity in the Church,” a stimulating, 
many-sided address, which brought in 
much from his experience as pastor of the 
large St. Luke’s (Missouri Synod) Church 
in Chicago. Martin Schroeder, D.D., rep- 
resentative of Rural Parish Work of the 
Board of American Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church, spoke on, “The Prob- 
lems and Opportunities of the Rural 
Church.” As an accredited authority of 
rural parish work, by means of graphs and 
a projector he showed the trends of church 
work in the rural districts and small towns 
throughout the nation. There is not much 
new work being done, but strenuous ef- 
forts are being made to maintain all rural 
fields. 

There was a general discussion of each 
topic, and great interest was manifest by 
the 108 pastors present: 22 Missouri, 42 
American Lutheran Church, 20 United 
Lutheran Church in America, 14 Norwe- 
gian Lutheran Church, and 4 United Dan- 
ish Church. 

The consensus of opinion seemed to be 
that it was a worth-while seminar and a 
fine thing to get so many ministers of dif- 
ferent synods together in friendly counsel. 

M. E. Bourton. 


Wagner College 


Tue Reformation Sunday appeal will be 
used by Wagner College, Staten Island, 
N. Y., to further unshackle the college 
from the terrific load of debt it has car- 
ried for the past fifteen years. Through 
the campaign of 1941 and other substan- 
tial gifts, $173,000 has thus far been elim- 
inated from its debt of $250,000. 

Enrollment for the new year presents 
another encouraging situation. The total 
enrollment is 229 against 214 on October 
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These Synods during the last sub- 
scription campaign reached more 
than 80 per cent of their respective 
goals: 

Per cent 
PAM! 
Mississippi maveld 
Georgia-Alabama 178 


_ California 114 


. 114 
110 
104 
West Virginia een OO 
Virginia 97 
North Carolina 95 
93 


Rocky Mountain 


The 1944 subscription campaign 
does not end October 31st. If your 
congregation has not enrolled, please 
do so NOW. 


With your help 
CHURCH PAPER MONTH 


will be a success 


1, 1943. Fifty-five of these are men. 

November 11 is Convocation Day. At 
this time Dean John R. Bacher will be 
formally inducted into office, the new 
nursing arts laboratory will be dedicated, 
and the honorary degree: of Doctor of 
Divinity will be conferred upon the Rev. 
Henry B. Dickert, Wagner alumnus and 
one of the gifted preachers of the United 
Synod of New York. 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into” fascinating 
writing field. May bring you up to $5.00 per 
hour spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION. 
Postcard will do. 
COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 

210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 
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A Centennial 


THE one hundredth anniversary of Trin- 
ity Church, Magnolia, Ohio, was celebrated 
with special services September 24-Octo- 
ber 1. The sermons were preached by Dr. 
Amos J. Traver of Hamma Divinity School; 
the Rev. M. Glenn Bishop, president of 
the Eastern Conference of the Synod of 
Ohio; the Rev. W. F. Knauff; and G. W. 
Miley, D.D., president of the Ohio Synod. 
At the banquet Saturday evening Dr. Ed- 
ward T. Horn, pastor of Trinity Church, 
Canton, was toastmaster. The guest speaker 
was Dr. Ralph D. Wheadon, superintendent 
of the Mulberry Lutheran Home in In- 
diana, a son of the congregation. The pres- 
ent pastor is the Rev. Gerald G. North. 

Trinity Church was organized in April 
1844 by the Rev. Solomon Ritz with 27 
charter members. Meetings were first held 
in the homes of the members and then in 
a warehouse on the canal bank. The first 
church was dedicated in 1846, and the pres- 
ent building in 1903, during the pastorate 
of the Rev. C. S. Bottiger. In the one 
hundred years twenty-six pastors have | 
served the parish. During the pastorate 
of the Rev. Gerald G. North, since 1943, 
the church has undergone extensive dec- 
oration and many splendid gifts have been 
received, 

Two sons have entered the gospel min- 
istry: the Rev. H. A. Richardson, deceased; 
and Dr. Wheadon. 


San Francisco Church to 
Re-locate 


San Francisco, Calif. The congregation 
of the First Lutheran Church has voted 
unanimously to sell their property on 
Geary Street, and move to another loca- 
tion in the city by the Golden Gate. Work | 


- was first begun in the early days of 1886 | 


under the leadership of the Rev. Oliver C. 
Miller and on Whitsunday of the same — 
year the organization was effected. Four 
years later the beautiful and churchly | 
edifice was erected and dedicated with a> 
remaining indebtedness of but $8,500. The 
cost of the edifice was $45,000. This record 
has not been duplicated in the history of 
the California Synod. | 

The debt had grown to $9,500 in 1909, 
when Dr. W. E. Crouser became _pastor,. 
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‘Lutheran Church, Defiance, 


but during his ministry it was reduced 
50 per cent. During the pastorate of Dr. 
John R. Broyer which has extended over 
more than thirty years, the remaining in- 
debtedness has been paid and a very ex- 
cellent organ has been installed. A radical 
change in the nature of the personnel of 
the community and the proximity of two 
other Lutheran churches have made the 


change of location seem wise. The price 


received was $46,000 cash. W. E. C. 


Retires from Pastoral Work 


B. F. Hofer, D.D., pastor of Zion First 
Ohio, for 
twenty-three years, retired from the active 
ministry October 1 because of ill health. 
Dr. Hofer has been a pastor for forty- 
seven years and has served parishes in 
Middlepoint, Ohio; St. Stephen’s (now 
First Lutheran) Church, Toledo; Holy 
Trinity, Elgin, Ill.; and St. Mark’s, Van 
Wert, Ohio. He is the senior among Prot- 
estant clergymen in Defiance. Dr. Hofer’s 
family will continue to reside in Defiance. 


Service Pastor in Kansas City 


The Rev. Robert E. Van Deusen took up 
his duties as full-time service pastor at the 
Lutheran Service Center, Kansas City, 
Mo., September 15. 

At a Communion Service on September 
3, he completed a pastorate of almost four 
years at St. Paul’s, Tampa, Florida. Dur- 
ing that time a building fund of $10,000 in 
cash was raised, 92 adults were received 
into membership, a preaching point was 
established at Bradenton, forty-five miles 
distant, a Lutheran Service Center was 
established, and a survey for Ybor City, 
the Latin section of Tampa, was made by 
Dr. P. O. Machetzki, whose death post- 
poned plans for starting mission work 
there. St. Paul’s Church plans to build 
soon after the close of the war. 


Interested in the Baltimore 


Motherhouse 


TuE fall meeting of the Philadelphia Area 
of the Baltimore Motherhouse Circle was 
held September 30 at the Lutheran Settle- 
ment House in Philadelphia, Pa. The meet- 
ing opened with a discussion by Sister 
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Lutheran crunany 
CHICAGO CIAO theological SEMINARY SEMINARY 


IN THE HEART OF THE NATION 


Winter Quarter (undergraduate) begins 
November 20; flexible, accelerated war- 
time schedule. 

Also Graduate work in residence with 
credit toward advanced degrees. 
The Extra-Mural department offers ex- 
tension. courses with graduate credit 

(S.T.M. degree). 


President Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D. 
Maywood, Ill. 


In Minneapolis 
Salem English Lutheran Church 


WEST 28TH ST., GARFIELD AVE., SO. 


Nearest “Downtown” 


SERVICES 
9:30 A. M. 11:00 A. M. 


PAUL LUTHER WETZLER, D.D., Pastor 


FOR SALE 


PIANO: $95.00, good condition. Upright con- 
cert grand. Call: 
5113 N. 10th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Catherine Neuhardt about the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Baltimore Mother- 
house to be observed next year and plans 
for that celebration. These plans include 
the raising of $50,000 by the Sisters and 
special students to be used as a Scholar- 
ship Fund for girls who want to enter the 
diaconate but do not have the means of 
going to college. Sister Georgia Bushman - 
and Sister Anna Melville led a discussion 
on ways to raise the contribution from 
this area. 

To stimulate interest, a luncheon meet- 
ing will be held in November, and all dea- 
conesses and former students in this area 
will be invited, also a few special guests. 
The speaker will be Sister Martha Hansen 
of the Baltimore Motherhouse. 
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Officers elected are: President, Mrs. 
Charles Harris; secretary, Miss Mildred 
Widmyer; treasurer, Miss Amy Baureithel. 

Miprep E. WIDMYER. 


OBITUARY 


Mrs. Carl C, H. Hauger 


Flora Frances Hauger of Wilmington, Del., 
departed this life September 1 after a brief 
illness. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Gruenagel, she was born in Rochester, N. Y., 
November 8, 1892. Her first husband was the 
Rev. Frederick George Harry Hasskarl. She was 
his devoted helper in two parishes—St. John’s 
Church, Bridgeton, N. J., which he served from 
1917 to 1921; and: Zion Church, Wilmington, 
Del., which he served from 1921 until his death, 
July 23, 1932. Two sons who survive were born 
to this union: the Rev. Frederick George Harry 
Hasskarl, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Annville, 
Pa., and Paul Luther Gerhard Hasskarl, petty 
officer, second class, serving with the Navy in 
the South Pacific. 

Her second husband, Mr. Carl C. H. Hauger, 
is a faithful councilman in Zion Church. The 
funeral was conducted by her pastor, the Rev. 
Sterling F. Bashore, September 5, at Zion 
Church, and burial followed in Riverview 
Cemetery. S. F. B. 


CONFERENCES 


The seventh annual convention of the West 
Pennsylvania Conference of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod will convene in creme oe a 
Pa., November 14, at First Lutheran Church, 
the Rev. Carroll Klug pastor. 

The president of conference, the Rev. H. W. 
Sternat, will preach the sermon at the opening 
session, 9.15 A. M. The laymen of the confer- 
ence will have charge of the closing session at 
night. Snyder Alleman, Sec. 


The Eastern Conference of the Synod of Kan- 
sas and Adjacent States will convene in St. 
Mark’s Church, Atchison, Kan., the Rev. H. 
Vance Baird pastor October 29. 

Meeting at the same time will be group meet- 
ings of the Brotherhood, Women’s Missionary 
Society, pastors and Luther League. The ses- — 
sions will begin at 3.00 P. M. 

Herbert H. Pett, Sec. 


The Conference of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Synod will meet in First Lutheran Church, 
Louisville, Ky., the Rev. Arthur M. Huffman 
pastor, November 14 and 15. The opening serv- 
ice of Holy Communion will begin at 1.30 P. M. 

Lorin L. Spenny, Sec. 


The Western Conference of the Synod of 
Maryland will hold its annual convention Mon- | 
day, October 30, beginning at 9.30 A. M., at St. | 
Mark’s Church, Hampstead, Md., the Rev. George 
Whetstone pastor. Luther L. Hare, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The twenty-sixth. annual convention of the 
Women’s \Missionary Society of the Midwest 
Synod will be held October 25 and 26 at Zion 
Church, Hanover, Kan., the Rev. C. Goldenstein 
pastor. Mrs. Louis Busboom, Sec. 


The fifth annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the East Pennsylvania. 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod. 
will be. held Thursday, October 26, in St. John’s: 
Church, corner of Orange and Arch Sts., Lan-- 
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For your visit to Philadelphia 
MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 


on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship ta 
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THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 


Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A, M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


caster, Pa., Dr. J. H. Musselman pastor. Ses- 
sions at 10.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. 


Mrs. M. B. Krum, Sec. 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held November 2 
in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., the Rev. G. 
Martin Ruoss pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede 
the convention sessions. Speakers—Mrs. Virgil 
B. Sease, the Rev. H. H. Sipes, Ph.D., and 
Chaplain A. H. Abplanalp. 

Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Norristown 
Conference of the Ministertwm of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
October 26, in St. Michael’s Church, Sellers- 
ville, Pa. Morning and afternoon sessions. 

Mrs. R. L. Winters, Sec. 


The fifty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadelphia 
Conferences of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
November 9, in Zion Church, Front Street and 
Fishers Avenue, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa., the 
Rev. Bela Shetlock pastor. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M., 2.00 and 7.45 P. M. 

Leona M. Bechtold, Sec. 


“Abundant Living” is the theme of the forty- 
eighth annual convention of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Reading Conference of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States to be held Wednesday, November 1, in 
Grace Church, Eleventh St. south of Penn St., 
Reading, Pa., Archibald C. Schenck, D.D., pas- 
tor. Sessions at 2.00 P. M. and 7.30 P. M. 

Speakers: Mrs. C. E. Buschman, missionary to 
Liberia; Miss Mae Rohlfs, R.N., missionary to 
China; and Mrs. H. B. Beatty of Washington, 
D.C. Edith H. Druckenmiller, Rec. Sec. 


The fortieth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Pottsville 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held October 26 at 
St. Paul’s Church, Port Carbon, Pa., the Rev. 
A. E. Polcrack pastor. 

Mrs. William R. Honsberger, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference of the Ministeriwm of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold its 
annual convention November 8 in Trinity 
Church, Palmerton, Pa., the Rev. Roland Bortz 
pastor. Sessions begin at 10.30 A. M. An ex- 
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Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50 cts. 


THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 

“Some spiritual insights can come only 
with age and experience. Dr. Zimmerman’s 
words offer such insights with conviction 
and comfort for readers of all ages.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
“Placed on the bedside table or carried 


along on a journey, or perchance mailed to 


an interested service man, its devotional 
content will fit into many a spiritual need.” 


THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER 

“God's Living Truths will gladden many 
a life and encourage all its readers to en- 
joy the provisions of God’s grace.” 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT : 

“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction to a 
splendid little volume.” 


Order from 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


ecutive meeting will precede the convention 
beginning at 10.00 A. M. 
pecial business to be transacted at this con- 
vention will be the adoption of a new con- 
stitution. Mrs. J. J. Neudoerffer, Chm., 
Constitution Committee. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the New Jersey 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held October 25 in St. Paul’s Church, 
Teaneck, N. J., the Rev. Albert Staudermann 


pastor. Morning, afternoon and evening ses- 
sions. Mrs. Robert Barkley, Sec. 
The sixteenth annual convention of the 


Women’s Missionary Society of the New York 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held Friday, October 27, in Trinity 
Church, Stapleton, Staten Island, N. Y., Frederic 
Sutter, D.D., pastor. Sessions will begin at 
10.15 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. 

Mrs. Roland Morrell, Sec. 


The twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Central 
Conference of the Synod of Ohio will be held 
October 26 and 27 in Trinity Church, Ashland, 
Ohio, H. H. Lentz, Ph.D., pastor. 

Mrs. R. H. Miller, Sec. 


47 


= La 


“Tier uy GIVE THANKS. © 


[mo RASTIVAD OF THANKSGIVING 


No. 4465L 


No, 3007L 


‘Materials for 
THANKSGIVING and 
HARVEST HOME 


OUR THANKSGIVING BULLETIN No. T-2 


A part of our weekly bulletin service, this bulletin is 
in one color with a timely illustration on the first page 
and a striking message on the fourth page. Indicate num- 
ber when ordering. Price, 40 cents a hundred to sub- 
scribers; 60 cents a hundred to others. 


THANKSGIVING COLOR BULLETIN 
No. 4465L: 


A new item from one of our sources of supply, this 
bulletin in full color may be used for Thanksgiving or 
Harvest Home. Indicate number when ordering. Price, 
$1.50 a hundred; $3.50 for two hundred and fifty; $6.00 
for five hundred and $10.00 a thousand. 


THANKSGIVING OFFERING ENVELOPE 
No. 3007L 


For offerings on the occasions of Thanksgiving or Har- 
vest Home, this envelope is lithographed in colors and 
made of strong stock. Size, 4!/4 x 2!/2 inches. Price, 40 
cents a hundred; $3.50 per thousand. Order by number. 


BLESSING AND RESPONSIBILITY 
Harvest Home or Thanksgiving Pageant 
by Harry P. Miller 

Combining spoken parts and suitable hymns, the pag- 
eant emphasizes the obligation of stewardship and leads 
one to a realization of God's providential care, Music is 
from the Common Service Book. Needs a cast of sixteen, 
thirteen young men‘and women, two girls 
and a boy/ Can be used with the regu- 
lar service. Price, 25 cents; $2.00 a 
dozen. 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 

Chicago !|1 Pittsburgh 22 + =.Columbia 3 


